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WHN EVENTS
Friday 28 February 2020
Illustrated Women’s History Talk
Penny Summerfield, Professor Emerita of Modern History at the University of
Manchester, will speak on ‘Self and Society
on the British Home Front: some women’s
diaries of the Second World War’.
This event will commence from 6pm, with
the talk to begin at 6.30pm, on Friday the 28th February,
2020, at the Museum of Bath at Work, Julian Rd, Bath BA1
2RH www.bath-at-work.org.uk
All are welcome, but please note there will be a charge to
attend this event of £6 per person, to include a glass of wine or soft drink. Please book places
in advance by emailing katherineuna.holden@gmail.com

Summer 2020
We are planning a network event in the early summer, but details are still under discussion.
Further information will be published on the website, on twitter @WHNWestSWales, and an
email will be sent to members as soon as it is available.

Saturday 3 October 2020
West of England and South Women's History Network
27th Annual Conference and AGM, in Swindon
The Call for Papers can be found on page 2.
Proposals of not more than 300 words should be sent to whnwestswales@outlook.com by
Friday 24th April, 2020.
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West of England and South Wales Women's
History Network
27th Annual Conference
Saturday 3rd October 2020, 10am – 5pm
Central Community Centre, Emlyn Square, Swindon, SN1 5BL

Women and Transport:
Historical Perspectives
Keynote Speaker: Dr Susan Major will speak on working class
women on railway excursions in the early Victorian period, on
which she has done extensive research. She is the author of
Early Victorian Railway Excursions (2015) and Female Railway
Workers in World War II (2018)

CALL FOR PAPERS
We invite papers on any aspect of the history of women in connection with
transport of all modes.
Topics could include (but are not limited to):
•

women’s employment in transport industries / women running transport businesses

•
•

women innovators in transport technologies
reactions of women to changes in transport

•

the impact of transport on communities and women’s lives

•

changes to women’s leisure and communications

Papers should be addressed to an interested, enthusiastic and supportive audience, and
should be of not more than 20 mins length. Suggestions for presentations in film, or other
non-standard formats, will also be considered.
Proposals of not more than 300 words should be sent to Elaine Titcombe via
whnwestswales@outlook.com by Friday 24th April, 2020.
More information regarding the WE&SW WHN can be found on our website:
http://weswwomenshistorynetwork.co.uk/ or follow us on Twitter

@WHNWestSWales

Photo: A woman railway worker operating the signals in a siding on the Great Central Railway in Birmingham during 1918. ©
IWM (Q 28148)
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OTHER EVENTS OF INTEREST IN THE REGION
(Note these events are not organised by and are separate from WE&SW WHN)

 Saturday 15 Feb 2020 - Saturday 22 Feb 2020
Circomedia, Bristol.
Her Naked Skin
Written by Rebecca Lenkiewicz
Directed by Sara Bedi

“A love story set amongst the Suffragettes’ struggle for justice.”
Bristol Old Vic Theatre School are performing Her Naked Skin by Rebecca Lenkiewicz, the first
original play by a living female writer to be produced on the Olivier stage at London’s National
Theatre.
“Beginning with the pivotal moment of Emily Davison at the Epsom Derby, Her Naked Skin
navigates the story of the Suffragettes fight for a better future. Their personal sacrifice and
militant action is met with incarceration and brutalism as Lenkiewicz’s story draws many
parallels with democracy and protest today.
Through this setting, the human story of Lady Celia Cain and seamstress Eve Douglas unfolds,
showing how female Suffrage transcended class and sexuality. Feeling trapped by social
injustices and her marriage, Celia is drawn to Eve and together they spiral into a world of hope
and chaos.”
Running from 15 Feb to 22 Feb at Circomedia, Portland Square, Bristol. Details & booking here
https://www.oldvic.ac.uk/events-shows/her-naked-skin/ Tickets from £12.


Monday 2 March 2020 to Friday 13 March 2020
Exhibition from the Feminist Archive South for
International Women's Day 2020
University of Bristol

Celebrate International Women's Day 2020 with the Feminist Archive Exhibition.
“The Feminist Archive South houses national and international material relating to the history
of feminism from1960-2000. This material includes: periodicals, books, pamphlets, diaries,
calendars, conference papers, personal letters, photographs, stickers, postcards, drawings,
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posters, banners, badges, vinyl records, mini-disks, audio cassettes, video cassettes, a 16mm
film, clothing, digitised audio and film and various other ephemera.
This exhibition showcases some of the Feminist Archive South's most interesting collections
across a series of topics such as:
• Black Sisterhood
• Transnational Feminism
• Lesbian Feminism
• Women’s Bodies
• Women in Media
• Women in the Arts
The exhibition will be available to view in the Life Science Building Atrium, Tyndall Avenue
from Monday 2nd March until Friday 13th March.
Friday 6 March 2020
Purple Plaque unveiling for Eunice Stallard at International Women's Day ceremony



Miners Welfare Hall, Brecon Road, Ystradgynlais, SA9 1JJ.
11am – 1:30pm
“Chwarae Teg and Partners are delighted to celebrate
International Women’s Day with the unveiling of the fifth
‘Purple Plaque’ to commemorate the achievements and
life of Eunice Stallard, a veteran peace campaigner. The
commemorative Purple Plaque will be revealed by family
members, followed by a celebratory gathering at the
venue.
Speeches will include Baroness Gale, Deputy Minister Jane Hutt AM, Julie Morgan AM, Dr Sian
Rhiannon Williams and members of the Stallard family.
Eunice Stallard was a fiercely political and passionate figure in the community.
Eunice was one of the founders of Greenham Common's women's
peace camp in 1981, fighting for the disarmament of nuclear
weapons. With a group of women, she marched 100 miles from
Cardiff to Newbury where they chained themselves to the fences
of RAF Greenham. The women created a worldwide impact and
the camp remained active for 19 years.
The part Eunice played in the Women for Life on Earth group inspired many others to get
involved in the fight against nuclear bombing. She was also part of the Grannies for Peace
group later in her life, who gathered at RAF Fairford in 2003 to protest the Iraq War. A firm
believer that more women in politics would lead to greater peace, at the time she said: "It's
heart-breaking what they're doing. What we need is more women in government, women
wouldn't send their children to war."
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Eunice passed away in 2011 at 93 having lived around the Ystradgynlais area her whole life
and owning a shop in the community. She was also involved in many Labour party activities
which took place at the Miners Welfare Hall.”
Please contact Emma.Tamplin@chwaraeteg.com for information.
 Friday 6 March 2020 3.30pm
Stories of Inspirational Women
Weston Museum, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 1PR
‘Stories of inspirational Women’ focuses on historical women, who were thinkers and
actioners ahead of their time. As part of Weston’s Literature Festival author and stand-up
comedian Becky Walsh will interview a fabulous female panel, including historian and author
Lucienne Boyce, writer and explorer Jacki Hill-Murphy and biographer Kathryn Atherton,
author of Suffragette Planners and Plotters: The Pankhurst/Pethick-Lawrence.
A Blue Plaque for Emmeline Pethick-Lawrence will be unveiled at 2.00pm at the Gate pillar,
80 Bristol Road. This talk at the Museum will follow this event. Booking via
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on/weston-super-mare/weston-museum/stories-ofinspirational-women/
 Sunday 8 March 2020 11am
International Women's Day walk through Bath
Bath Women's Fund have organised a walk through Bath to promote the
#EachforEqual campaign seeking to learn a little about the history of
extraordinary women in Bath as you visit notable sites along the way.
The walk will start at The Holburne at 11am and the aim is to walk
together for around two hours, finishing in St Michael’s Place.
For further information, please contact:
https://www.internationalwomensday.com/Activity/14694/International-Women-s-Daywalk-through-Bath
 Monday 16 March 2020 7.30pm
Swindon Arts Centre, Old Town.
WANTED
“WANTED explores the stories of five extraordinary women from throughout history who are
all bought together with one thing in common
– a passion for standing up for what is right!
This array of historical figures includes Irena
Sendler, who rescued more than 2,500 children
from the Warsaw ghetto during the Nazi
occupation; Olive Morris, British Black Panther
and avid activist for women and squatters
rights; Phoolan Devi, the fearsome Bandit
Queen, and Dr James Barry, a woman way ahead of her time.”
Tickets £15 https://swindontheatres.co.uk/Online/tickets-wanted-swindon-2020
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Saturday 21 March 2020
Virago Press – Balancing Purpose and Profit in Feminist Publishing? - Free Workshop
Spike Island, Bristol



“Join Bristol Women's Literature Festival and D-M Withers on a workshop of discovery through
the Virago Archive.
Virago Press (established 1972) were the first commercial publisher in
Britain to popularise the market category of ‘women’s writing’. Since the
mid-70s Virago has brought a wide range of feminist fiction and non-fiction
to readers, ranging over books inspired by the politics of the Women’s
Liberation Movement, forgotten ‘classics’ by authors like Sylvia Townsend
Warner, Rebecca West and Stevie Smith and new works by rising literary
stars such as Angela Carter, Pat Barker and Sarah Waters, among others.
If you are a fan of women’s writing, many Virago books probably sit on your shelves. As you
turn their pages, have you ever questioned how the company became one of the most
successful publishing brands of the late twentieth century? Have you ever wondered about
the challenges Virago faced, as a feminist publisher, when they attempted to marry a political
commitment to publishing books by women, with the financial need to run a profitable and
sustainable company?
This workshop will delve into the history of Virago of the late 70s, a time when the company
was on the cusp of significant, mass-market success. Drawing on archive materials relating to
the Modern Classics and other, less celebrated Virago titles like Bombers and Mash (1980) by
Raynes Minns, we will explore how Virago diversified its publishing strategies at this stage in
order to reach new readers and generate profit. This workshop will also consider why the
relationship between Virago and the feminist movement was, sometimes, marked by tensions
and misunderstanding through consideration of the publication of Half the Sky: Introduction
to Women’s Studies by Bristol Women’s Study Group (1979).
D-M Withers is currently Research Fellow on the Leverhulme funded project The Business of
Women’s Words: Purpose and Profit in Feminist Publishing, based at the British Library. Their
publications include The Feminist Revolution: The Struggle for Women’s Liberation, 1966-1988
and Feminism, Digital Culture and the Politics of Transmission: Theory, Practice and Cultural
Heritage. They are currently writing a short book, Virago Modern Classics: The Timely Business
of Feminist Publishing, for Cambridge University Press’s Publishing and Book Culture
‘Elements’ series. A new article 'Enterprising Women: Independence, Finance and Virago
Press, c.1976-1993' is out now in Twentieth Century British History.”
Booking essential.
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Saturday 21 March 2020
BALH Regional Conference in Taunton, 10am to 4pm.



 To October 2020
Wessex Women: Objects on tour
The four partner museums of Dorset, Poole, Salisbury and Wiltshire Museum in Devizes have
selected items from their collections that tell the untold stories of the region’s women and
their past. The four objects will be displayed in each museum in turn until October 2020. There
is a Downton lace pillow, carved stone sculptures, a lantern and bonnet to illustrate the hard
life of a ‘knocker upper’, and Iron Age pots excavated by pioneering archaeologist Maud
Cunnington.
More information from their websites at:
 https://dorsetcountymuseum.org/wessex-museums-wessex-women/
 https://salisburymuseum.org.uk/whats-on/exhibitions/wessex-women-objects-tourpreserving-special-skills-wessex
 http://www.poolemuseum.org.uk/whats-on/objects-on-tour/
 https://www.wiltshiremuseum.org.uk/
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WE&SW WHN REPORTS
2019 Conference
‘Histories of Women in Agriculture and
Rural Life’ was the title of our 26th
Annual conference held at UWE on the
29th June 2019, supported by the
Regional History Centre. The keynote
was given by Professor Nicola Verdon,
author of Rural Women Workers in
19th century England.
The conference was well supported by
members and friends, and everyone
enjoyed the variety of papers. The
subjects explored spanned from the records of an estate in 1790s Britain to 1940s policy in
America. The lunchtime film looked at the history of Waterperry gardens in Oxfordshire,
formerly run as a horticultural college for women from the 1950s to the 1980s.
Photo 1: Professor Nicola Verdon giving the keynote lecture
Photo 2: Panel session ‘Back to the Land’ Katherine Holden, Diana Russell and Elaine Titcombe in conversation
with Lucienne Boyce.

AGM
At the 2019 AGM, held at the end of the conference, the new committee (see head of this
Newsletter) was elected, and reports made by the Chair, Treasurer and Membership
Secretary. Overall the Network has continued to hold successful events in the region to
promote women’s history and has retained a consistent membership level. Finances remain
healthy and there are no foreseeable issues to prevent the continuation of the Network. Full
reports are available on request by emailing whnwestswales@outlook.com.
Bristol Radical History Festival - Saturday 12 October
The WE&SW Women’s History Network was invited to once again hold a stall at the Bristol
Radical History Festival held at the M Shed in Bristol in October 2019. This event enabled some
interesting conversations about on-going research in the field of women’s history and the
promotion of the Network to a wider audience. The day also included a full programme of
inspiring talks, walks, films and performance on the two main themes of 1919: Britain and
Ireland in the ‘Year of Revolutions’ and Green History: from 18th Century roots to Extinction
Rebellion.
Further information about the Bristol Radical History Group and future events planned in 2020
visit https://www.brh.org.uk/
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Visit to Bath Record Office - Monday 18 November 2019
What an enjoyable and interesting morning! Bath Record Office is housed in the basement of
the beautiful building that is the Guildhall in the centre of Bath. We were welcomed by Richard
Meunier, Principal Archivist, who had taken enormous trouble to identify items that would be
of interest for ‘women’s history’. The archives and local studies collections relate to the history
of the area from 1189 to the present day. Council Minutes, Directories and numerous
secondary sources are housed on open shelves in the search room. From the strong rooms we
were shown visitors’ reports on the House of Help refuge from the 1940s, regulations for Partis
College, a police register of prisoners, employees’ records from the workhouse infirmary, an
electoral register, letters from WWI nurses, and the nomination paper for the local council
election in 1873 for a woman –Lilias Ashworth. Her nomination was, of course, declared void
in no uncertain terms!
As well as the selection of paper records, Richard demonstrated the digital resources available
on the website, including their catalogue, the Bath Burial Index, Know Your Place, and ‘Bath
Ancestors’. In the course of the visit we asked a great many questions, discovered much about
the collections, and in turn were able to provide some snippets of additional information.
For further information regarding
https://www.batharchives.co.uk/

the

resources

held

by

the

archive

visit

NEW PUBLICATIONS
Steering committee member Lucienne Boyce has news of two new
publications. In September 2019, she published Death Makes No
Distinction. Set in 1798, the book is the third in the Dan Foster Mystery
series. When two women at opposite ends of the social scale are
murdered, Principal Officer Dan Foster of the Bow Street Runners is
determined to get to the bottom of both cases. But as his enquiries
take him into both the richest and the foulest places in London, Dan is
forced to face a shocking new reality when the people he loves are
targeted by a shadowy and merciless adversary…
Lucienne has also contributed a chapter about suffrage campaigner
Millicent Price (née Browne), whose autobiography she is writing, to a
book published by Stevenage Museum in August 2019. ‘Not So Militant
Browne’ is included in Suffrage Stories: Tales from Knebworth,
Stevenage, Hitchin and Letchworth. The book was produced as part of the
Stevenage and North Herts Suffrage Stories: 100 years of votes for women
project, run by Stevenage Museum working with North Herts Museum,
Knebworth House, the Garden City Collection, and YC Hertfordshire.
Picture 1: Cover image Death Makes No Distinction: A Dan Foster Mystery, Silverwood Books 978-1781328835
Picture 2: Cover image Suffrage Stories: Tales from Knebworth, Stevenage, Hitchin and Letchworth on sale locally
in Hertfordshire museums (paperback, price £10.00), or contact Stevenage Museum museum@stevenage.gov.uk
or North Hertfordshire Museum https://northhertsmuseum.org/.
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BOOK REVIEW
Dr Mary Elizabeth ‘Eppynt’ Phillips 1874-1956: A Pioneering Woman from Brecon
Edited by Hilary Williams for the Breconshire Local & Family History
Society. 2018. Available from Mrs Williams at Maesycoed 39 Camden
Rd Brecon LD3 7RT £7.50 incl postage, cheques to BLFHS
This small but powerful book tells the story of one woman whose life
covered significant elements of the way women’s position in society
changed in the course of the early decades of the twentieth century.
Within its pages we discover the history of education, medicine and
health services, gender, suffrage, regional differences and more.
Mary Phillips was the first female doctor to qualify from a Welsh
University when she graduated in preclinical studies 1898 from Cardiff Medical School at what
was then the University College of South Wales and Monmouthshire. Mary moved to the
London School of Medicine for Women (Royal Free Hospital) where she qualified as a Doctor
of Medicine in 1900.
Equipped with letters of recommendation from both institutions she began the difficult task,
for a woman, of finding employment. Her first position was as a locum in Nottingham under
Dr Sarah Gray who also supplied a glowing reference. In 1904 Dr Phillips as elected to the
fellowship of the British Gynaecological Society and shortly after became a member of staff at
the newly opened Leeds Maternity Hospital. In the summer of 1909 she was a temporary
medical Inspector of Schools in Leeds, and subsequently was involved with a number of
voluntary organisations there concerned with the health of women and children.
Dr Phillips was an active member of the National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies, and
wrote to the Yorkshire Post in March 1912 to dissociate herself from the activities of Miss
Mary Phillips, a supporter of the militant WSPU.
During the First World War she worked with the Scottish Women’s Hospital for Foreign Service
in France and Serbia and this experience is covered in fascinating detail. Invalided home to
Leeds in October 1915 Dr Phillips then undertook an extensive fund-raising lecture tour. Post
war she ‘gave her services to the poor of Merthyr Tydfil’ for 10 years before again travelling –
to Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia and Palestine. Towards the end of her life she lived in London
and in Deal, Kent, continuing to give lectures to raise money for the cause so close to her
heart. Throughout she kept diaries and detailed notes, which have formed the main sources
for this book.
Jane Howells
(Note this review has appeared in Local History News No.132, Summer 2019.)
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RESEARCH COLLABORATIONS
The 1920s: a forgotten decade?
An invitation to share research
Devon History Society
Sandwiched between two world wars, put into the shade by the drama
of the nineteen-thirties, perhaps it is not surprising that there doesn’t
seem to be much recent local history work on the 1920s. Yet – what a decade!
Such promises to change the country, enshrined in little grey pamphlets published by the
Ministry of Reconstruction and signed up to by the 1919 Coalition Government! Such hopes
dashed by the ensuing age of austerity! A grim time, with industries beset by strikes, and
populations beset by poverty. Farmers feeling the impact of the ‘Great Betrayal’. Big
landowners - who once employed most of the home village workforce - selling up. Infant
mortality down but maternal mortality up.
And on the other side of the coin, the domestication of exciting scientific discoveries: the
motor car (and motor bus and motor bike) transforming life opportunities; the wireless, letting
the world into the home; the advances of medical science prompted by war-time research;
the ‘talkies’ and exciting new American music transforming the experience of an evening out.
Devon History Society, in partnership with Devon Family History Society and the South West
Heritage Trust, has launched a new research collaboration to gather information about Devon
in the 1920s for a celebration of that decade in 2024. We’ re only at the beginning of our work
– some fantastic family histories, such as the one illustrated in this photograph – are starting
to come in, but we know, if we are to understand the distinctiveness of Devon’s history, that
we need to compare the Devon experience with experience elsewhere. So, on behalf of the
‘Devon in the 1920s’ Steering Group, I am writing to ask if there are any other local history
groups out there who either have begun, or might be interested in beginning, a similar
venture. If you’re one of these, please do get in touch with me to see how we can share our
knowledge. Please get in touch with me via j.f.neville@btinternet.com or through the Devon
History Society website contacts page.
Julia Neville
Devon in the 1920s Project Manager
Wives of soldiers in the Napoleonic Wars
An article in The Midland Ancestor, (journal of the Birmingham & Midland Genealogy &
Heraldry Society) December 2019, examines the lives and experience of the wives of British
troops ordered abroad during the Napoleonic period. Regulations stated that wives of soldiers
were permitted to embark in the proportion of six to one hundred men. Those going were
selected by ballot. Others accompanied their men to the port of departure and were given an
allowance to make their way home, with a certificate indicating the route they were to take
which could be presented to the overseers of the poor on the way. Women with the troops
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experienced the same conditions as the men, some were injured, many were widowed (and
often married another soldier immediately to continue to receive rations).
The author, David Clammer, would be interested to know of evidence of these women when
they returned home. Some needed poor relief or fell into crime, so would appear in those
records. Others became sufficiently respected members of their communities to merit
impressive memorials in their local churchyard. Two examples from our region are Ann
Winzer, buried at Piddlehinton in Dorset described on her gravestone as a Waterloo heroine,
and Jenny Jones at Tal y Llyn in Wales whose memorial records that ‘she was with her husband
of the 23rd Royal Welch Fusiliers at the battle of Waterloo and was on the field three days’.
Her soldier husband was Lewis Griffiths who was wounded but survived, only to be killed by
falling rock in the slate quarry at Corris in 1837. Jenny then married John Jones and had 9
children, she lived until 1884. Please contact davidclammer@gmail.com with any further
information.
www.midland-ancestors.uk
ARCHIVES & OTHER RESOURCES OF INTEREST
Women’s Pioneer Housing
London Metropolitan Archives
The archive of Women’s Pioneer Housing (WPH) was deposited at London
Metropolitan Archives in July 2019. WPH was founded in 1920 by Etheldred
Browning. Many women who had lost their husbands in the First World War
needed to work to support themselves, but landlords would not rent
accommodation to single working women. Meanwhile the loss of domestic
servants following the war meant that many large houses in London became
vacant and cheap. Etheldred Browning took advantage of this and using
money from wealthy benefactors, many of whom were connected with the
women’s suffrage movement, she bought some of these houses to convert to low-rent homes
for newly independent working women. In 1924 Gertrude Leverkus, one of the first women
to qualify as a professional architect in the UK, joined the society to work on the conversion
of the houses into flats. WPH remains dedicated to providing homes for single women in
London, owning almost 1000 properties in west and north-west London today.
WPH have received a grant from the National Lottery Heritage Fund to work in partnership
with LMA to catalogue and digitise their archive which includes plans, deeds and files for all
the properties owned by the society, and files on individual residents, 1940s-90s. It will
produce a film and oral histories of staff and residents and research the connection between
WPH, the suffrage movement and the emerging role of women in the workplace between the
First and Second World Wars. Further details of the history and work of WPH, including a short
film, can be found on their website https://www.womenspioneer.co.uk/our-story/
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BLOG
‘Demon, Guardian Angel or Soldier? Perspectives of West Sussex Land Women of the First
World War’ by Glenda Holder
Unfortunately, Glenda was not able to attend the Conference in June to present the proposed
paper, however this has now been published as a blog by the Women’s History Network. This
can be found using the link: https://womenshistorynetwork.org/demon-guardian-angel-orsoldier-perspectives-of-west-sussex-land-women-of-the-first-world-war-by-glenda-holder/
OUR WEBSITE
www.weswwomenshistorynetwork.co.uk
Here you will find all the current and historic information about the network, including
programmes and abstracts from previous conferences, papers from study days, links to other
relevant organisations and much more. It will continue to develop as a valuable resource for
members and friends. It’s the first place to go for details about all our forthcoming events!
Contributions are welcomed, please contact Kath Holden in the first instance
katherineuna.holden@gmail.com
TWITTER
The West of England and South Wales Women’s History Network now has its own
Twitter account so you can keep up to date with events, resources and member
news. It’s at @WHNWestSWales and if you’re on Twitter do follow and retweet.
YOUR NETWORK!
The regional network exists for its members. Do let us know if you have any particular interests
for topics and /or suggestions of potential contributors (and venues) for Study Days, or any
alternative ideas for different events or activities.
SUBSCRIPTIONS
Membership subscriptions are the regional network’s income. Please make sure you are
paying the correct amount: the rates are £10 full or £5 unwaged/student. Subscriptions are
renewable annually on 1 October. It helps us if you can pay by banker’s order.
MEMBERSHIP ENQUIRIES: elaine.titcombe@hotmail.co.uk
NEWSLETTER: Please send contributions, to include notice of events, book reviews and
suggestions to Jane Howells, 7 St Marks Rd, Salisbury SP1 3AY jane@sarum-editorial.co.uk

For more information please email: WHNWESTSWALES@outlook.com
Web site: http://weswwomenshistorynetwork.co.uk/
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