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Forthcoming Events:

*STUDY DAYS: Everyone welcome! (further details from contacts listed below)
*Saturday 5 December 2009 

University of West of England
Papers on Nursing (Fanny Storr) and Nannies (Kath Holden)
Monday 8 March 2010


University of Glamorgan
The Ursula Masson Lecture will be given by June Hannam.

*Saturday 13 March 2010


University of Glamorgan

Refugees, including paper by Susan Cohen on Eleanor Rathbone’s work
*May





Falmouth
Saturday 26 June 2010 


University of Glamorgan
Cold War Wales: see page 3 for further details

Saturday 10 July 2010 


Sarum College, Salisbury
REGIONAL ANNUAL CONFERENCE: call for papers overleaf
10-12 September 2010 Women’s History Network national conference University of Warwick. Call for papers at www.womenshistorynetwork.org/annualconference.html


Area contacts:
University of Glamorgan
Fiona Reid (freid1@glam.ac.uk) HLASS, University of Glamorgan, Trefforest CF37 1DL
University of the West of England

Kath Holden (katherine.holden@uwe.ac.uk) and June Hannam (june.hannam@uwe.ac.uk)

University of Exeter

Mitzi Auchterlonie (M.M.Auchterlonie@exeter.ac.uk) Lyndy Pooley (bizzee99@yahoo.co.uk)
University College Falmouth
Fiona Hackney (fiona.hackney@falmouth.ac.uk)

West of England & South Wales Women’s History Network

CALL FOR PAPERS

	Women as producers and consumers in history

16th Annual Conference

Sarum College, Salisbury

Saturday 10 July 2010
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Our next annual conference will consider women on both sides of commerce, in all historical periods. The keynote speaker will be Rachel Worth, Professor of Fashion History at the Arts University College, Bournemouth. Professor Worth is the author of Fashion for the People: A History of Clothing at Marks & Spencer, which will be the subject of her lecture.

Proposals are requested for papers covering women in manufacturing, crafts and trades, in shops and markets, their possessions and activities. Academic historians and others working with historical topics, postgraduate students, and independent researchers will be most welcome.

If you would like to offer a paper for inclusion in the programme, please send abstracts of approximately 300 words, and your full contact details, by Friday 26 February 2010 to Jane Howells by email to jane@sarum-editorial.co.uk or by post to 7 St Marks Rd, Salisbury SP1 3AY.

http://humanities.uwe.ac.uk/swhisnet/swhisnet.htm


Regional Conference 2009

The numerous members and friends who attended this year’s conference at University of Wales, Newport, were treated to a programme of stimulating and enjoyable presentations, which began with a welcome from the Vice Chancellor, Dr Peter Noyes. In her keynote lecture Professor Angela John not only introduced us to the subject of her latest biography, Evelyn Sharp, but also drew fascinating parallels between Sharp’s life and career, and that of our late friend and colleague Ursula Masson to whom the conference was dedicated. On either side of lunch symposia on ‘Women’s Suffrage’, ‘Women and Religious Reform’ and ‘Women and Social Reform’, then ‘Women in the Labour Movement’, ‘Women’s Fight Against Poverty and Injustice’ and ‘Women’s Fight for Peace and Human Rights’ contained nearly twenty papers, with contributors from near and far. Unfortunately the second plenary session had to be cancelled owing to the indisposition of Deidre Beddoe, but full use was made of the extra time for further discussion and conversation.Thanks to Rachel Lock-Lewis for her efficient organisation, and the venue for its hospitality. 



         Jane Howells
Annual General Meeting 2009: Names of the Committee confirmed at the recent AGM are listed on page one. Reports were presented by the Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer, and the accounts were noted. 
Cold War Wales
The Cold War dominated all aspects of social, economic and political life from the end of the Second World War until the collapse of the Berlin Wall. The 1980s were a particularly turbulent time: the Reagan-Thatcher years produced an intensification of hostility and a real fear that the Cold War could produce a nuclear war.

Widespread fears about the danger of nuclear war prompted many to join the well-established Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament (CND). In addition, many others formed what was loosely referred to as ‘the peace movement’. This was not a homogenous or well-organised body. On the contrary it was composed of a variety of groups and individuals with diverse and sometimes competing agendas: pacifists, anti-capitalists, feminists and so forth.

Wales holds a very particular place in this history. On 5 September 1981 “Women for Life on Earth” arrived at Greenham Common airbase. They had marched from Cardiff to protest at the decision to site Cruise Missiles at the airbase, once there, they set up a women’s peace camp which attracted national and international attention for the next two decades. 

The history division at the University of Glamorgan is hosting a study day to discuss the Cold War in Wales. We would like a contribution from any woman who was involved in the peace movement in Wales during this period. She should be able to talk about her motivations and experiences, and reflect upon them. We aim to have a panel of women (possibly two or three) who were involved in the peace movement. Each woman should expect to speak for about 20 minutes.

The study day is scheduled for Saturday 26 June 2010 and we will of course meet panellists’ travelling expenses. For further information please contact: Dr Fiona Reid (freid1@glam.ac.uk) 01443 48 2815. Dr Norry LaPorte (nlaporte@glam.ac.uk) 01443 65 4483


In Response to War

The South West and Wales Women’s History Network and the Outcast Europe research centre held a study day at the University of Glamorgan on Saturday 25 April. This day was also part of a wider initiative in which University of Glamorgan historians aim to develop broad discussions on war, violence and society.

Study days are an ideal opportunity to discuss new projects and to present work in progress. Gill Abousnnouga (University of Glamorgan, English) presented a multi-modal analysis of war memorials. This is one of the many areas in which inter-disciplinary research can be fruitful and we hope very much to hear more about this project in the future. Sharif Gemie (University of Glamorgan, History) discussed the work of UNRRA (United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Agency) in the Displaced Person’s camps of post-Second World War Europe. We were also pleased to welcome colleagues from the universities of Cardiff and Swansea. Tracey Loughran, (University of Cardiff) who has done much work on First World War shell shock, spoke about gendered interpretations of hysteria; Helen Steele (University of Swansea) talked about her research into the everyday lives of women in National Socialist Austria.


National WHN Conference

The WHN 18th Annual Conference 'Women, Gender and Political Spaces: Historical Perspectives' was held at St. Hilda’s College, Oxford on 11-13 September 2009. Keynote speakers were Linda Kerber, Karen Hunt and Malavika Karlekar. Vanessa Baird MP gave an after-dinner address. There was a very full programme of papers and events including a suffrage walk and the launch of the suffrage oral history collection. For me, the high spot of the weekend was listening to extracts from interviews with suffragettes recorded by Sir Brian Harrison in the 1970s. These interviews are now freely available for the public to hear at the Women's Library.



      


           Kath Holden
From the Amazons to the Holocaust … 

The interdisciplinary nature and potential breadth of current research in women’s history were well illustrated in the discussions at the Study Day held in Exeter on 9th May 2009. The first session of the study day featured papers by Vijaya-Sharita Baba from the Department of Classics on ‘Barbarian Women in Later Antique Historiography’ and Judith Parker from the Department of Theology on ‘The Dutch war-time diarist, Etty Hillesum’. 

Vijaya’s paper drew the group into discussion of the way in which the writers of the 4th to 6th centuries AD portrayed Amazons, and how this appears to demonstrate a changing attitude towards a more positive portrayal of a tribe of warlike women. Was this influenced by the greater significance of barbarians within the Empire, or the development of Christian inclusivity? Judy’s paper was a complete contrast in circumstance and content, exploring how Etty Hillesum’s experience in the Netherlands under Nazi occupation led her to an increasing awareness of her Jewish faith and to a life centred in the practice of Jewish ethical imperatives, until at last she shared the fate of so many other Dutch Jews in the camp at Auschwitz. 

The informal debate between sessions always being a major and much-prized feature of such events, it was good to discover at lunchtime an interesting connection between these two papers. Both deal with the way in which women react to adversity whether by, as the Amazons were reported to do, taking up the armed struggle against oppression, or, as Etty Hillesum did, by accepting her fate and endeavouring to put into practice the ‘good life’ as she understood it. 

In the afternoon, as a complete contrast, the group was invited to participate in a discussion led by Gaby Recknagel of the Exeter Council for Voluntary Service. Gaby is shaping the detailed protocols for a research project on citizen empowerment and marginalised women, and members of the group contributed from their own experiences of empowerment, history and research offering her some possible avenues for her to explore.

Many thanks to Mitzi Auchterlonie and Lyndy Pooley for organising and hosting a fascinating day!

Julia Neville

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FROM THE REGIONAL NETWORK

A bursary of £500 is offered to a postgraduate student based at a university or college in the west of England or south Wales who is writing a dissertation or thesis on any aspect of women’s or gender history. The closing date for applications is 28 May 2010.

Research grants of up to £100 are available towards expenses that lead to a paper or publication on any aspect of women’s history. Independent researchers as well as registered students are eligible to apply. There is no fixed closing date.

For both schemes please contact Kath Holden, email Katherine.Holden@uwe.ac.uk


NEWSLETTER: Please send contributions and suggestions to Jane Howells, 7 St Marks Rd, Salisbury SP1 3AY      jane@sarum-editorial.co.uk
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