[image: image1.jpg]Sx=




Chair:

 Deputy chair:    Secretary:      Treasurer:
     Newsletter editor:       Publicity:
Ursula Masson
June Hannam     Fiona Reid       Kath Holden     Jane Howells               Gill James
Committee: 
Fiona Hackney, Rachel Lock-Lewis, Moira Martin, Sarah Toulalan

Associate committee members:
Anita Higgie, Linda Martz




Forthcoming Events

STUDY DAYS: Everyone welcome!  (further details from contacts listed below)

Saturday 1 December 2007 10 am – 1 pm 
University of the West of England, St Matthias Campus. 

‘Writing History’:  

Papers from Rose Wallis (UWE) ‘Feeling and reason: gender, power relations and writing history’

and Fiona Reid (U of Glamorgan) ‘Are shell-shocked men just too popular?’ followed by a round-table discussion
Saturday 8 March 2008 University of Glamorgan
International Women’s Day: a special day conference to celebrate this event
See overleaf.

Other events

The Women’s Library: Study Day on 3 November ‘In Praise of the Spinster’ explores single women’s lives and experience from 18th century onwards. 
Exhibition ‘Sinners, Scroungers and Saints: lone mothers past and present’ runs from 17 Oct 2007 to  29 Mar 2008

See also ‘News’ on page 3
REGIONAL ANNUAL CONFERENCE:

5 -6 July 2008 University of Exeter
Gender, Health and Medicine Call for papers enclosed

Area contacts:
University of Glamorgan
Fiona Reid (freid1@glam.ac.uk) and Ursula Masson (umasson@glam.ac.uk)

HLASS, University of Glamorgan, Trefforest CF37 1DL

University of the West of England

Kath Holden (katherine.holden@uwe.ac.uk) and June Hannam (june.hannam@uwe.ac.uk)

University of Exeter

Sarah Toulalan (s.d.toulalan@Exeter.ac.uk)
8 March 2008 International Women’s Day
International Women’s Day has been celebrated since the beginning of the 20th century. Originally it had a radical political agenda and women used the occasion to demand political rights as well as to protest about women’s working conditions. Demonstrations marking International Women’s Day in 1917 have come to be seen as crucial to the early Russian revolution, and throughout Europe International Women’s Day was commemorated during the inter-war period. After the Second World War the significance of the day seemed to diminish but it was revived again by second-wave feminists in the 1960s and was always marked by the women’s anti-nuclear movement in the 1980s.

By the beginning of the twenty-first century, International Women’s Day had become largely devoid of its political content. This year, we would like to reflect upon the history of this day, and to consider the links between this history and feminism as a contemporary political project. The University of Glamorgan is hosting an event to mark International Women’s Day on Saturday 8 March 2008. Speakers will include Prof June Hannam from UWE, and Kat Banyard from the Fawcett Society. There will also be talks and information from feminist organisation Mind the Gap, and a local eating disorders association.

 

Further details will be forthcoming on the website. Anyone who would like to be involved in any way, please contact Fiona Reid at the University of Glamorgan. (01443 482815; freid1@glam.ac.uk).


2007 REGIONAL CONFERENCE: 

    

                       Fiona Reid
Women on the Move: South West and Wales Women’s History Network 

Annual Conference 23 June 2007

This year our annual conference was once again held at St Matthias Campus at the University of the West of England, and we would like to thank the university for this support. The conference focused on refugees, migration, and exile. The question of refugees, asylum seekers, economic migrants and migration in general has loomed large in the British media for several years, but this is generally presented as a new and intractable problem: one which we must ‘manage’ to avert disaster. The aim of this conference was to demonstrate that individual migration and the mass movement of people is not new. On the contrary, European societies have long been shaped by patterns of migration and movement (forced or otherwise) – and human movement is the norm rather than some aberration or exception.

Papers indicated the extent to which history has been dominated by migration. The conference began with a plenary paper by Dr Raingard Esser: "Out of sight and on the margins? Migrant women in Early Modern Europe". The rest of the day was then occupied with a variety of papers concerning the reasons for, and the consequences of female migration, as well as specifically female responses to migration. There are a number of reasons for paying attention to the subject of women and migration. For example in times of conflict refugees tend to be female-dominated because men tend to occupy more organised roles within the military. The early modern papers highlighted the extent of female activity in politics and diplomacy, and also the pivotal role of women in religious communities which could lead to both mass migration and individual exile.

In the sessions dealing with modern history, papers continued to highlight female agency by looking at the way in which women have worked with refugees and with migrant communities. This work is still ongoing as was indicated by the work of women’s groups in providing information for current laws in human trafficking. The wide chronological scope of these papers was matched by the geographical scope. Work on the activities and lives of women in Europe was complemented by papers dealing with migration experiences in North America, Papua New Guinea, Vietnam and Australia. We were especially pleased to welcome Subhasri Ghosh from the Institute of Development Studies in Kolkata, India. We were able to fund Subhasri’s travel and accommodation, and she presented a paper on the voices of displaced minority women of West and East Bengal, 1947-1950. Given the recent interest in the history of Indian partition, this was a very welcome contribution. As well as academic papers, the conference was a forum for the display of artwork. This was provided by 6plus, a women’s art collective based in the USA but with extensive international links. They kindly lent us material from their recent project with Palestinian women, for more details see http://www.6plus.org. In addition, delegates were able to see ‘The Wellpark Story’, a documentary film about Vietnamese refugees, presented by director Jo Wall.

The SWWHN was originally established as a regional network but our annual conferences always attract a range of international speakers. We would particularly like to thank those delegates who travelled from afar in order to contribute to the day.    


STUDY DAY April 2007 UWE




    June Hannam





A successful study day was held on the theme of ‘Women on the Margins in nineteenth century Bristol’. Two post graduate students gave papers which stimulated a lively and wide ranging discussion. Gillian James’ talk on ‘The Bristol Mission Society 1859-1884: Prevention or Cure?’ was based on research completed for the  MA History.  Christine Crabbe, a PhD student, spoke about ‘Women and temperance reform in Bristol 1853-1910’.  In the round table discussion that followed the issues raised were related to more general questions about women on the margins not just in the nineteenth century but also in the present day.  

STUDY DAY May 2007 Exeter             


  
     Sarah Toulalan
This study day attracted a good response that included local WHN members, and Exeter undergraduate and postgraduate students in both History and English.  There were a variety of subjects presented, including papers on the medical and moral debates over the use of the speculum in the mid-nineteenth century, the role of women in the scientific study of child behaviour and emotional health and their medicalisation in the early twentieth century, and a case study of Susan Stryker and discourses of gender identity and the transsexual body.  The papers gave rise to some very interesting and stimulating discussion.
NATIONAL WOMEN’S HISTORY NETWORK CONFERENCE September 2007
	This very enjoyable residential conference was held at Winchester University on the theme ‘Collecting Women’s lives’. Our local network was represented by June Hannam, Kath Holden, Virginia Bainbridge and Jane Howells who variously gave papers, chaired sessions, reported on our activities over the past year, and contributed from the floor. After a few drinks, June and Kath also made a brief appearance at the line dancing class. Kath represents our region on the steering committee of the National Network and has been appointed as convenor for the forthcoming year. Anyone wishing to join the National network should visit http://www.womenshistorynetwork.org/index.htm. The subscription includes a journal containing news, articles and book reviews
	[image: image2.jpg]



Kath, June and Krista Cowman gearing up for line dancing at the conference


NEWS

Two of our committee members are about to have books published. With this Newsletter you will find flyers for The Shadow of Marriage: Singleness in England 1914-1960 by Kath Holden, Manchester University Press 2007; and Imagining Sex: pornography and bodies in seventeenth-century England by Sarah Toulalan, Oxford University Press 2007.
Kath’s book will be officially launched on Saturday 3 November at the Institute of Historical Research, Senate House, University of London, 5 – 7 pm, anyone who would like to come is welcome, please email Kath in advance.
NEW COMMITTEE MEMBER : Gill James introduces herself
Following early retirement in 1997, I studied for an Advanced Diploma in Local History via the Internet, with the Department of Continuing Education at the University of Oxford.  After a year with the Open University I enrolled as a mature student at the University of the West of England in 2002.  I completed my BA in 2006.   My main interest is in social history, particularly the role of women in the early modern period; my dissertation explored the role and problems encountered by widows in medieval Bristol.  Outside of university life I enjoy caravanning, swimming, wheelchair tennis and quiet nights in with my husband and our Persian cat Molly. 

In October 2006 I commenced a MA in History; again at the University of the West of England, and in April I gave a paper on the Bristol Female Mission Society at the South-West Women’s History Network Study Day.  In July this year I applied for and won a Victoria County History bursary to study for a PhD.  The provisional title for this thesis is The Rise and Fall of the Wiltshire Silk Industry, c 1500-1900.  For the past year I have been Volunteer Co-ordinator and a researcher for the Bristol England’s Past for Everyone Project.  The aim of this project was to explore 1000 years of immigration into Bristol, an experience that I have found very rewarding and challenging.  I am currently working on two projects, one for the Oxford Family History Society about the girls from Oxford who attended the Church of England Teacher Training College in Bristol (now St Matthias) and in the other I am looking at an action brought in the Court of Chancery by a servant girl against the mayor of Bristol in the early 16th century.  

SUBSCRIPTIONS                                                                             Fiona Reid
West of England & South Wales Regional History Network: increased subscriptions
From September 2008, the subscription rates are as follows:

Fully waged: £10 per. annum.   Unwaged/low waged: £5 per. annum.

As an organisation our running costs are low. However we do subsidise the travel costs of speakers from overseas when they present papers at our conferences, we also support postgraduate students when they wish to present papers. We would like to continue this level of support and also offer more bursaries to those working in women’s history and gender history. For this reason we have increased the membership fees for the first time in many years.

Members: please amend your standing orders to ensure that you are paying the correct amount. For those who pay by cheque, please ensure that you send in the correct amount when you next pay.

Subscriptions are due on the 1 October annually each year. Cheques should be made out to the West of England and South Wales Women’s History Network, and sent to Fiona Reid, HLaSS, University of Glamorgan, Wales, CF37 1DL.


GRANTS AND BURSARIES
A limited number of bursaries are available for speakers at the 2008 conference from developing countries and for postgraduate students within the UK. UK speakers must be Regional WHN members. Local network members who are students or low waged can also apply for travel expenses to the conference. Full details should be sent to Kath Holden (details on page 1) by the end of April. 

The network will also consider applications from postgraduate WHN members for research expenses up to a maximum of £100. Applicants should apply by letter or email, including a 500 word summary of your research, details of the proposed expenses, and why the grant is necessary. You should also give the address and email of a referee who knows your work. There is no deadline for these grants.


 NEWSLETTER: Please send contributions and suggestions to Jane Howells, 7 St Marks Rd, Salisbury SP1 3AY jane@sarum-editorial.co.uk
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