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Forthcoming Events

STUDY DAYS (see overleaf for reports of previous study days)
Saturday 6 May 2006 University of Exeter

Call for papers closes 7th April

For details of programme and venue contact Sarah Toulalan   (s.d.toulalan@Exeter.ac.uk)
All members and  non-members welcome
ANNUAL CONFERENCE

23 – 24 June 2006 University of the West of England

Single Women in History: 1000 – 2000

see overleaf for further details
Other Events
WHN MIDLANDS REGION CONFERENCE
‘If there is a job to be done, women can do it’: women and work 1850 – 2000

13 May 2006 University of Worcester
Further details from Sue Johnson, Department of AHSS, University of Worcester, Henwick Grove, Worcester WR2 6AJ or email s.johnson@worc.ac.uk

NATIONAL WHN ANNUAL CONFERENCE

1 – 3 September 2006 University of Durham

Thinking Women: Education, Culture and Society

call for papers and further details: www.womenshistorynetwork.org


Area contacts:
University of Glamorgan
Fiona Reid (freid1@glam.ac.uk) and Ursula Masson (umasson@glam.ac.uk)

HLASS, University of Glamorgan, Trefforest CF37 1DL

University of the West of England

Kath Holden (katherine.holden@uwe.ac.uk) and June Hannam (june.hannam@uwe.ac.uk)

University of Exeter

Sarah Toulalan (s.d.toulalan@Exeter.ac.uk)

2006 REGIONAL CONFERENCE: Friday 23-Sat 24 June 2006
Single Women in History: 1000 – 2000

Plenary speakers:

Amy Froide, University of Maryland-Baltimore County 
The Spinster and the Old Maid: Representations of Never-Married Women in Early Modern England

Katherine Holden, University of the West of England
The shadow of marriage: defining the single in twentieth century Britain
 
A magnificent response to the ‘call for papers’ has resulted in a full programme over the two days. In addition to the plenary sessions mentioned above, and a closing discussion led by Anne Byrne, there will be six strands: Work/Migration, Family/Sexuality, Politics/Social Action, Cultural Representations, and Religion/Spirituality.  Contributors are coming from all continents!  Further details can be found on the website at  
http://humanities.uwe.ac.uk/swhisnet.2006conreg.doc and a booking form also comes with this Newsletter. 

Reduced rates for any member who can offer help on the day
email: katherine.holden@uwe.ac.uk or write to Dr Katherine Holden, Faculty of Humanities, Languages and Social Science, University of the West of England, St Matthias Campus, Oldbury Court Road, Fishponds, Bristol BS162JP Tel +44 (0) 117 32 84395 


Reports from Study Days 
Exeter Women’s/Gender History Study Day, 7 May 2005                Sarah Toulalan
The Exeter women’s history/gender history study day took place on Saturday morning on 7th May last year.  There were three papers, two from PhD students in the Centre for Medical History, on topics ranging from middle-class housewives and neuroses from 1945-1970 to nineteenth century prostitution and venereal disease and their regulation.  
Based on an oral history project the first paper used evidence from interviews with women who stayed at home to rear their children to argue that, contrary to feminist literature that represents the anxiety and depression experienced by such women as resulting from a stifling of ability and inclination, it was more generally attributable to other factors and women were frequently happy in their roles and expectations.  The second paper was a discussion of the work of William Acton and the origins of venereal disease, which reiterates medical views held from the early modern period that such disease was the fault of women, and particularly prostitutes. 
The final paper changed direction entirely and presented a fascinating discussion of women and poultry farming in the early twentieth century, using advertisements in local newspapers to try and assess how many women, particularly women alone, were involved in such enterprise before poultry farming became big agricultural business.

The half-day workshop was well-attended and stimulated some lively discussion. 

Glamorgan Study Day 26 November 2005                                   Rachel Lock-Lewis

‘1939-1964: A New Era for Women?’ was the title of a postgraduate study day that gave the four lead speakers, Christine Chapman, Lowri Newman, Katrina Gass and Rachel Lock-Lewis (all PhD research students at University of Glamorgan in the early stages of their research) a valuable opportunity to share their findings so far.

Lowri is researching the agency of women in the Labour Party in the mid-twentieth century and demonstrated to the group how she had made excellent use of the Labour Woman magazine. Katrina’s presentation emphasised the work of some key (and hitherto unknown to some of the audience) women activists and organisers in the women’s peace movement in Wales in the twentieth century.  Katrina also posed the important question of the extent to which the movement in Wales was peculiarly Welsh in its nature and how far Welsh nationalism was a factor in these women’s pacifism.  Christine assessed the extent to which expanded job opportunities and the accessibility of consumer goods changed the aspirations, ambitions and self-perceptions of women in the Rhondda valleys in the post-war period.  In her presentation she outlined factors that militated against women reaching their full career potential such as the limitations of the 1944 Education Act, pejorative media images of women workers, popularisations of John Bowlby’s work on maternal deprivation, and division of labour within factories.  Rachel disseminated her findings from the 1951 and 1961 censuses for Monmouthshire on housing conditions and employment; factors which clearly impacted on women’s lives and the question of female ‘emancipation’ in this period. 
The subsequent plenary discussion provided an open forum for the audience and contributors to ask questions and make comments about the presentations.  All of the contributors received much helpful information from the audience and their fellow participants to further develop their findings.  The session was also useful in raising further questions about the topics and honing the future direction of the  projects.                                   

All four speakers reported finding the experience of liaising with fellow research students working on related topics extremely beneficial and enjoyable and were grateful to Ursula Masson for providing the opportunity and space for such fruitful collaboration to take place.  The group have agreed to keep in touch with one another to continue sharing information, ideas and research strategies.     

UWE Study Day Saturday 11th February 2006                                          Fiona Reid
The network held an extremely successful study day under the title of ‘Women, Journalism and Popular Culture’. There were two main speakers and a diverse audience of about fifteen. 

Clare Dunster from the University of the West of England presented a fascinating paper about women on public display in the period 1834-47. Her work is based on Blessington’s “Book of Beauty”, an annual publication which featured images of beautiful women, many of them aristocratic. All these images were highly ambiguous in that they attracted the public gaze, and some of them were highly provocative. Nevertheless the publication also stressed the modesty, propriety and domesticity of the women who were being so displayed.

Fiona Hackney from Falmouth School of Art produced an equally fascinating paper. She spoke about British women’s magazines in the 1920s and the 1930s and brought along an intriguing selection of the magazines for everyone to look at. Her paper focused on the influence of contemporary psychology on these publications, particularly in terms of the problem pages, and also on the variety of moral messages promoted via the stories, adverts and images. 

Although the papers dealt with quite distinct historical eras, there were many points of common contact, and they both produced many lively responses. The session ended with a round-table discussion on the broader themes of women, journalism and popular culture. 
Book Review                                                                                          Jane Howells
Railwaywomen: exploitation, betrayal and triumph in the workplace

Helena Wojtczak

Hastings Press 2005  ISBN 1 904 109 047

The subtitle of this impressive book sets out the themes which run through Helena Wojtczak’s story of women working in Britain’s railway industry.  Women were exploited by the railway companies for their cheapness and supposed docility and, during the two world wars, for their patriotism.  They were betrayed by their fellow workers – their ‘brothers’ in the rail unions who collected their subscriptions but failed to protect their interests – and by the managers who while eventually claiming to treat men and women equally continued to ban women from promotion to positions that involved supervising male staff.  

For most of railway history women were employed in cleaning, catering, and clerical work, and as crossing keepers.  As the industry grew it also became increasingly complex, and the intricacies of the classification of work into male and female, wages and salaried grades (and the implications thereof) proves something of a challenge to the author to explain to her lay reader. Within that framework, however, we are introduced to the individual women who were heroines and pioneers, and it is here that Helena Wotjtczak’s strength lies. She has unearthed the lives of railwaywomen from a wide range of sources, and uncovered new information missed, ignored or perhaps even deliberately suppressed by earlier historians. This is truly a labour of love, and her empathy with these women shines through. 

Such is the abundance of the descriptive detail that there is little space for analysis. The cursory excursion into patriarchy as the explanation of ‘the problems with men that were faced by women … in traditionally male railway work’ sits uncomfortably simply because it is so brief. It deserves greater depth of treatment, and there is an opportunity for someone to look again at the sources used for this book.  

How far have railwaywomen really triumphed? Yes, ‘there is probably no job on the railway that is not done by at least one woman somewhere in Britain’, and Eurostar could celebrate its first anniversary by running a train to Paris with no men amongst the 18 crew (though 15 of them were catering staff). Great progress has indeed been made, but there are still only small numbers of women in what were formerly ‘male’ jobs. And the rich oral testimony that the author has exploited so effectively reveals continuing hostility and patronising attitudes from male colleagues that both shocks and angers the reader.  The very last line quotes a union official in 2005 saying of the book ‘I doubt anyone will read it, anyway’. There is still some way to go.
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