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Abstracts 

The Suffrage Atelier

Tara Morton

University of Warwick.

The aim of this paper is to explore the dual socialist-suffragist activism of a group of predominantly female artists known collectively as the Suffrage Atelier. The Suffrage Atelier was a London based art group, formed in 1909 to ‘further the women’s suffrage cause by pictorial means’.
 In their relatively short period of activity (halted by the outbreak of war in 1914), the Atelier produced textile banners, posters, post cards and other ephemera to enliven the many public parades and rallies organized by the women’s movement, and to circulate in a simple and accessible form, the myriad of complex, contemporary debates over the rights and wrongs of women’s suffrage. Although very little has been written about the Atelier,  their contribution to the visual ‘spectacle’ of the women’s suffrage campaign is generally acknowledged in suffrage histories.
 However, while the value of their visual contribution to the suffrage cause has been recognized, their political activism beyond the demand for the vote has not. For instance, it has been suggested that the Atelier had socialist or labour ‘leanings’, but the nature and implications of these political proclivities have not been fully explored.
  Using visual as well as more orthodox historical sources, my paper will show how the Atelier encouraged unity and action between the women’s suffrage and the women’s labour movements, and will also reveal the Atelier’s intention to unite the broader women’s and socialist movements through the medium of Arts and Crafts. Exploring the Atelier’s dual socialist-feminist aims, illustrates both the fluidity and the complexity, of women’s activism.

Alix Clark (Clarkie): ‘A dear friend, and a loyal and devoted member of the League’

Ryland Wallace
Llafur: the Welsh People’s History Society

On the first page of a book to be published next month on the women’s suffrage movement in Wales, I have written this sentence: ‘While a number of Welsh women stand out as notable figures in the national suffrage organizations that had their headquarters in England, the following pages record the names of many hugely committed but unsung individuals on whom local impact was dependent’. 

Alix Minnie Clark of Newtown, Montgomeryshire, was one such ‘hugely committed but unsung individual’. The daughter of a local ironmonger, she was first drawn into work of the Women’s Freedom League during the 1910 general elections, rapidly rising to become one of the society's national figures, organizing and speaking in propaganda campaigns in Wales, England and Scotland, activities which she continued throughout the war years and beyond the winning of limited women’s enfranchisement in 1918. She served on the League executive from 1912 to 1928 and was unquestionably the driving force behind the organization’s considerable success in mid Wales.

A paper focussing on Alix Clark would involve discussion of the role of a very important women’s suffrage society in Wales, where it made most impression in two areas – Swansea (which Ursula has written about) and in Montgomeryshire. The latter had seen no suffrage agitation until the formation of a county branch in 1910 –which continued until the 1930s. (What I feel to be an interesting discussion point comes to mind here: Why did certain towns and areas opt for a particular suffrage society –Women’s Freedom League or Women’s Social and Political Union or National Union of Women’s Suffrage Society – to the virtual exclusion of the others?)

A paper on Alix Clark’s suffrage activity also enables emphasis of a continued women’s suffrage campaign during the First World War and then, between 1919 and 1928, for equal franchise. Much of the published work on the women’s suffrage movement – very oddly in my view – ends in 1914.

My quote in the title above, and the ‘Clarkie’ nickname, is taken from the obituary to Alix Clark published on the front page of the Women’s Bulletin, the organ of the Women’s Freedom League, in May 1948. It seems to me to encapsulate both a commitment to the women’s cause spanning almost forty years and the real note of affection and friendship that so often developed among activists.

Susan B. Anthony and the American Women’s Suffrage Movement

Melanie S. Gustafson

University of Vermont

Susan B. Anthony emerged as one of the leading American suffragists in the mid-nineteenth century and, when she died in 1906, her name became synonymous with American woman suffrage. This paper examines Anthony’s work as a political activist through three lenses: the creation of a “founding story” about the movement; a historiographical trend in women’s political history that prioritizes theory over activism; and the use of stock and counter stories to create the “political woman.” This paper uses primary sources as well as published and in-progress secondary sources. 

The beginnings of the woman suffrage movement are located in antebellum reform politics and a series of 1840s women’s rights meetings.  The most famous is the 1848 Seneca Falls, New York, convention, organized by Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott.  Anthony, historically seen as one of the “mothers” of woman suffrage, is often believed to have attended the Seneca Falls meeting. In fact, she did not begin to actively working for woman suffrage until the early 1850s.  This section of the paper will explore the specific purposes served by the Seneca Falls story. 

Anthony’s place in the history of the woman suffrage movement is secure but recently greater scholarly interest has been paid to Elizabeth Cady Stanton.  This shift in focus occurred, in part, because Anthony has been positioned as an activist and Stanton as a theorist, and scholars tend to prioritize theory over activism.  This section of the paper explores the importance of this prioritization to the history of the movement.

As a political activist facing both opponents and supporters, Anthony found herself ritually involved in a variety of political campaigns. To achieve her goals and create representations of acceptable political women, Anthony drew on what historians call a politics of equal rights and politics of expediency, as well as what literary theorists call stock stories. I argue that Anthony also introduced counter stories into a stale political discourse and thereby expanded the concept of the political woman.

Women as activists in the early medieval period: St Winifred, religious leader and reformer. 

Madeleine Gray

University of Wales, Newport

The best-known medieval version of the life of the Welsh saint Winifred depicts her as an innocent girl who is attacked and killed by a disappointed suitor but brought back to life by her uncle, St Beuno. She then enters the religious life under her uncle’s guidance. This is the version which was written by Robert, prior of Shrewsbury (who took Winifred’s relics to Shrewsbury Abbey), and eventually printed by Caxton. However, a slightly earlier version of Winifred’s life, written before the removal of her relics, presents a very different picture. Winifred outwits her suitor, deals with Beuno as an equal, goes to Rome on a pilgrimage, founds and leads a religious community and reforms monastic life in the whole of Britain. This paper compares the two versions of her life, explores the significance of the earlier version for our understanding of the role of women in the early Welsh church, and considers why the ‘alternative’ life was so little known, in the medieval period and since.

‘What monstrous Doctrine is this? To suffer women to be preachers by way of authority condemned as against nature.’ (Joshua Miller). Female preaching and persecution in mid-seventeenth century Wales.

Richard C Allen

University of Wales, Newport

In the course of the last thirty years or so a large number of studies have been published on female radicalism in the seventeenth century. From J. L. Irwin’s Womanhood in Radical Protestantism to Phyllis Mack’s ‘Women as Prophets during the English Civil War’ and her landmark work Visionary Women, there have been many scholars who have explored the role these women occupied as preachers, while others have concentrated on their literary outputs. In the vanguard of such radical sentiment were female members of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers).The activities of these women have fired the imagination and led to a re-evaluation of their wider impact on the radicalism of the period.  My published work as well as that of Christine Trevett have scrutinised the central importance of female members in the development of Quaker communities in Wales and elsewhere. This paper offers some further reflections on the actions of these ‘witnesses for change’ and the persecution they faced. It focuses largely on two early preachers, Elizabeth Leavens-Holme and Alice Birkett, and how their preaching challenged not only the clergy but the very essence of seventeenth century patriarchy. 

You Can Steal Her Virginity But Not Her Doll: a look at the nineteenth century campaign in the United States to raise the age of sexual consent. 

J. Shoshanna Ehrlich

University of Massachusetts, Boston

In 1885, female purity reformers on both sides of the Atlantic were shocked to learn about an organized trade in young working class girls for the benefit of the debauched patrons of London’s finest brothels for whom “the shriek of torture {was} the essence of their delight.” 
  Appalled to discover that the law permitted these young girls to consent to “their own ruin,” American activists sought to learn more about situation in their own country, only to learn that the English laws they had “scarcely done condemning,” were, in fact, “far in advance of {their} own legislation on the subject.”
  As a leading reform journal regretfully informed its readership:

An inquiry concerning our own land reveals the shocking fact that the legal ‘age of consent’ on the part of young girls to their own corruption, raised last year in Great Britain… is now in the State of New York, and in most of the States of the Union and in the national capital but TEN YEARS.”

Boldly asserting that the shockingly low age of consent laws bore the stamp of degradation of the “ fathers, husbands, and brothers who make laws for women and children,”
 as in England, female leaders of the nascent American social purity movement called upon women to rise up against this blatant abuse of male authority.   As will be discussed, these reformers sought to highlight the corrupt nature of a legal regime that declared a young girl incompetent to “give away her pocket handkerchief or sell her doll” while allowing her to relinquish what they considered to be her greatest treasure, namely her virginity.  Of particular focus will be the campaign’s intertwined themes of protection from exploitation and the suppression of female sexual agency. 

The Women’s Co-operative Guild in South Wales to 1939: from the personal to the political

Helen Thomas

Women’s Archive of Wales

The Women’s Co-operative Guild (WCG) has until recently been largely absent from studies of working-class and labour women’s activism in South Wales.   However,  co-operative women were organising in South Wales from as early as 1891,  had more branches than the Women’s Labour League in the region by 1918, and continued to expand throughout the 1920s and ‘30s even as the Labour Party recruited large numbers of women under the leadership of the Welsh organiser, Elizabeth Andrews.  

While supporting many causes alongside Labour women (and often with overlapping membership), the Guild in South Wales also pursued distinctive campaigns, some of them within the Co-operative movement, as consumers and members of Co-op Societies; some for international peace; and some based on their concerns as women, wives and mothers.  Unlike Labour women, members of the WCG did not have to compromise their feminist agenda to gain acceptance by a party which was frequently gender-blind.   Their analysis of political, social and economic issues was consciously derived from their perspective as co-operators, but also as the wives of working men, often miners, and they used this personal, domestic experience to define their policies and campaigns.  Their location within the coalfield communities of South Wales gave them a distinctive voice within the Guild.  

Drawing on evidence of branch activity, the proposal for this paper is to examine a number of campaigns in which the WCG branches in South Wales lobbied for a greater role in the co-operative societies, for maternal and child welfare, for improved housing, in support of miners’ families during the strikes and lockouts of the 1920s, and against the privations imposed by the Distressed Areas Act and the Means Test in the 1930s.  It will explore the discourse of domestic-based socialism which was promoted by the Guild, and the way in which Guild women from the region identified themselves in terms of both class and gender. 

Women’s Voices on Women’s Issues: A Case Study of the magazine ‘Savaijeevan’*

Jaswandi Wamburkar Utagikar

SNDT Women’s University, Mumbia

The women’s reform movement reached new horizons in the first half of the twentieth century in Western India. This period is known as an era of ‘new morality’ in the history of Western India. It witnessed a radical shift in sexual morality among leading social reformers who were greatly influenced by Western sexual theorists such as Havelock Ellis, Sigmund Freud, Bertrand Russell and others.  Many women’s magazines came up in Marathi (regional language) in this period. The nature of most of these magazines was by the women for the women and of the women. The very fact that the women who remained silent for centuries started raising their voices on a large extent was a landmark of social change. This paper seeks to study the contribution of the magazine ‘Savaijeevan’ (1941-1950) in raising various issues pertaining to women.

Started in 1941 ‘Savaijeevan’ gave rise to many new stars on the horizon of Women’s journalism such as Shakuntala Paranjape, Ashalata, Nalini Mangrulkar, Shailaja and many others. The paper will focus on the role of the magazine in putting forward the demand of women’s economic aw well as sexual rights. The paper will also attempt to explore as to how far it brought about change in the women’s lives in terms of class, caste and gender.  The paper will investigate to what extent the magazine addressed many issues concerning contraception, abortion, sexual health of the women, sexual discrimination about the norms of sexual morality, sexual harassment of women in the marriage-system, Devdasi system and the issue of prostitution in India. It will also study how far it dealt with the other issues pertaining to women’s lives such as laws surrounding divorce, and right of inheritance, laws concerning abortion, voting-rights, problems of working class women. 

The Labour Woman magazine, 1913-1939: reflections and representations

Lowri Newman

University of Glamorgan

The Labour Woman magazine was the Labour Party’s official magazine for its female members. It played a key role in communicating across Labour women’s political network. Throughout its sixty-year lifespan (1911-1971), the magazine made a significant contribution towards establishing, sustaining, informing and entertaining the women of the party. As well as providing Labour’s female membership with monthly updates on Labour policy, it also relayed practical advice on household issues, opportunities to express views and provided insights into the lives of both past and contemporary activists. It sought to keep readers in touch with other party women the length and breadth of Great Britain, as well as with international left-wing women. Its content reflected an intriguing combination of dichotomies: gender and party; private and public; individual and collective; past and present. Concentrating on the Labour Woman from 1913 to 1939, this paper will consider the magazine’s relationship with its readership; a readership which consisted of different classes, ages, occupations…. Thus the paper will attempt to highlight how the magazine appealed to, and sought to represent, such a diverse group, while simultaneously maintaining a unified allegiance to the Labour Party. Particular focus will be given to the methods, linguistic and visual, utilised by the magazine to reach its readers; thus attention is given to the respective contributions of both the magazine and its readership to the creation of the Labour woman identity. 

The Women’s Cooperative Guild and the Railway Women’s Guild in Reading

Barbara Vowles

The Open University
This paper considers the extent to which two organisations for married, working-class women in Reading, the Women’s Co-operative Guild and the Railway Women’s Guild, acted as agents of social change during the inter-war period.   The period is a neglected one in women’s history by comparison with the more dramatic periods of the suffrage movement or participation in two World Wars.   Further, few references to the Railway Women’s Guild have been found, and this paper redresses that omission.   Reading offers a strong context as both organisations flourished there, and because of its known socio-economic and political ties.  

The approach of this study is an empirical one, and the primary sources on which it is based include documents of the Reading branch of the Women’s Co-operative Guild.    Sources for the Railway Women’s Guild rely on the Railway Review, the organ of the National Union of Railwaymen.    These, together with other primary source material, are used in conjunction with secondary works to offer a detailed examination of the Guilds as they existed in Reading.  After setting the guildswomen in their local context and wider society, the paper explores the histories of the Guilds.   This framework allows detailed investigation of the structure, membership and programmes of the local organisations, and concentration on three aspects of the Guilds from which the conclusion is drawn.  Firstly, examination of the programmes the guildswomen followed, particularly the Women’s Co-operative Guild, shows a change over the period from an emphasis on feminist matters to a focus on increasing domesticity;  secondly, tracing the networks linking the Guilds to the political and social life of the town shows evidence of conflict between allegiance to gender issues or class loyalty, and thirdly biographical detail on Guild activists provides evidence of the opportunities offered for participation in citizenship.  The conclusion is an equivocal one.  On the one hand, the two Guilds in Reading did act as agents of social change for some guildswomen who had the ability and inclination to use the opportunities to extend their citizenship, challenging the rigid application of the divide between their public and private lives.   On the other hand, at a time of conservatism and economic uncertainties, in a town with a high proportion of working class, a strong Labour party,  and a legacy of poverty and unemployment, loyalty to their class took precedence over feminist considerations in the attitudes of the guildswomen, and neither Guild had the will or the power to challenge such powerful societal structures and act as agents of any significant social change.

The National Union of Women Teachers: activities and activists in Wales, 1908-46 

Sian Rhiannon Williams

University of Wales Institute, Cardiff

The National Union of Women Teachers (NUWT) (1919-63) and its predecessor the National Federation of Women Teachers (NFWT) (1909-19) provided an explicitly feminist voice within teacher unionism at a time when gender issues were often at the forefront of teachers’ professional politics. Existing studies of the NF/UWT dating from the late 1980s and 1990s hint at the prominent part played by teachers in Wales within the union, but its activities in Wales have not yet been fully explored. 

Based upon original documentary source material, the paper will outline the growth an development of the union in Wales and its organizational structure and demonstrate members’ involvement in campaigns such as the opposition to the marriage bar in teaching, equal pay, women’s suffrage and the ‘one union policy’ which operated in Rhondda LEA for a time. The main focus will be on the activities of the largest and most active branches, namely, Swansea and Cardiff, but the struggle to establish and sustain activity on a regional basis through the South Wales Federation of the NUWT (formed in 1932) will also be examined. The contribution of well know ‘national’ leaders, such as Emily Phipps of Swansea, who played a prominent part in the union centrally will be highlighted, but the paper will also reveal lesser know local activists’ efforts on behalf of women teachers and their pupils.

Efforts to expand membership and extend the union’s activity into the industrial valleys of south east Wales were largely ineffective in the inter-war years, and no Wales-wide network seems to have existed. Reasons for the comparatively limited geographical and professional reach of the union will be explored in the context of teacher politics in Wales at the time. 

‘United to Fight in the Battle For Life’: Women’s Protest Against the Means Test in South Wales and the North-East of England in the 1930s

Dr Stephanie Ward

Aberystwyth University

The purpose of this paper is to consider the role of women in the opposition against the means test in two areas most affected by the depression; south Wales and the north-east of England. The household means test, introduced in 1931 as a requirement for unemployment benefit, generated the largest examples of collective action in the interwar period. Hundreds of thousands of people marched against the test and at times, in areas like south Wales, the demonstrations were an almost daily occurrence. While unemployment and its effects may have been viewed as largely a male problem by contemporaries, men did not stand alone in their protest against one of the most hated measures of the period. Women played a key role in either marching alongside men or, in taking their own stand. For the wives of a group traditionally characterised as apathetic, an exploration of this contribution is important. Yet within the historiography, it is largely the male response to mass unemployment that has remained the focus the attention. 

The involvement of women, and often their children, in protest against the means test both revealed the level of community solidarity, as well as highlighting the plight faced by the whole family. This fact was recognised by trade unions, political parties and movements of the unemployed who urged women to join in organised protests. Women were also responsible for organising their own demonstrations, in addition to targeting local authorities through letters and deputations, and directly lobbying the government. Contemporary women even argued that mass unemployment had allowed them to be freed from daily chores to involve themselves in such political activity. This paper will explore and compare the contribution of women within south Wales and the north-east to protest against the means test, and will examine the role of women in trying to promote social and political change. Finally, it will assess whether the activities of women fitted into the broader traditions of militancy within the two regions.

Maud Frances Davies: an exceptional ‘common-place’ person

Jane Howells

West of England & South Wales Women’s History Network 

Maud Frances Davies (1876-1913) was a pioneering sociologist.  A devoted student of the Webbs at LSE in the early 20th century, she took to heart the stricture ‘that no progress can be made except on the basis of ascertained fact and carefully thought out suggestion’.  Her book Life in an English Village about Corsley, Wilts, was the result of meticulous research but caused a furore when the local community claimed to be able to identify the individuals subjected to anonymous descriptions such as  ‘cantankerous parents’, ‘house bare, dirty and neglected’, ‘wife inclined to drink’.  While she had aimed to draw attention to rural poverty, especially among children, with a view to its alleviation, the parish council saw it as ‘a slander on the poor’ and demanded that all copies in the area be withdrawn. The book has been described as ‘perhaps the most detailed account of the life of a single English rural community in this period’, and it has been used extensively by modern historians.

In the same vein of social scientific investigation, Maud Davies also produced a small volume on school care committees, and she contributed a chapter to Married Women’s Work edited by Clementina Black for the Women’s Industrial Council. She was described as ‘interested in all sorts of social questions’ and was said to be ‘a frequent visitor to the slums …acquainted with some of the darkest alleys in the East End’. This paper examines the variety of work in her short life that ended with her untimely death in an underground railway tunnel.

‘Someone to be reckoned with … the crowded life’
 of Winifred Holtby  

Gill Fildes

Swansea Metropolitan University

Winifred Holtby (1898-1935) had a tremendous energy and commitment to any cause that attracted her attention. Blessed with a large, sympathetic, but unsentimental, heart, she was gregarious and popular; possessed with a great sense of humour and the ability to get along with anybody she met in any situation. She also had an unwavering and courageous determination to make the world a better place for everyone.  She would not have realised she would only have fifteen years  after graduating from Oxford in 1920 to undertake this task, but she set about it with a gusto that suggests she knew she had little time to achieve the revolution she sought. Initially, only determined to make a living from her writing, she became a novelist, acclaimed journalist, teacher, popular lecturer for the League of Nations and the Six Point Group. As her fame increased, she strengthened her writing by utilising the ideas of the causes she was prepared to fight on behalf of elsewhere.  Equality feminism in the 1920s and social feminism in the 30s, witnessed her eloquently speaking out for controversial issues such as birth control and abortion.; allied with her relentless propaganda work for the Six Point Group and Open Door Council, it resulted in her becoming one of the leading, and most approachable, feminist campaigners of the interwar period.   She was one of the first British journalists to speak up against racism; campaigning against the cruelty, injustice and iniquitous ‘colour bar’ in British colonial Africa from the mid-1920s onwards. In the 1930s she also worked tirelessly for the anti-fascist and anti-war causes. Her work is driven by ideas and causes, yet still imbued with a profound, unpretentious humanism. She strived to make her ideas accessible, hoping to reach the widest audience she possibly could. By utilising a range of her work, I hope to illustrate some of her ideas, the methods she used to highlight these causes, and show how, through this written work, she hoped to influence public opinion to the greater good.

Bella Abzug : From an individual activist to the most powerful lobbying organizations at the United Nations

Fatma Ramdani
University of Lille 3, France

This paper looks at the key role Bella Abzug played in the shift of the United Nations discourse on human rights, and more specifically on women’s rights. As a Congressional advisor to the official American delegation at the first United Nations conference on women in 1975, Bella Abzug immediately understood that the United Nations Women’s conferences would turn out to be powerful tools to transform the gender neutral United Nations development discourse. It became clear to her that women needed to network and unite their forces if they wanted to improve their lot. In Mexico, she stated that nothing would stop women. And indeed, nothing stopped Bella Abzug’s involvement and activism in women’s issues.

Drawing upon her participation in the first three United Nations conferences on women and her Congressional experience in the United States, Bella Abuzug embarked upon transforming a divided international feminst movement into a powerful, global political force. Thanks to her organizational skills, her expertise in United Nations bureaucracy and her leadership role in the international NGO WEDO (Women’s Environment and Development Organization), she became a force to be reckoned within the United Nations. The Women’s Caucus, that she initiated during the preparatory process of the UN conference on Environment and Development held in Rio in 1992 became the most powerful lobbying tool in the United Nations. This Women’s Caucus, a coalition of women’s organizations from every region in the world, worked diligently to inject a truly feminist agenda into the language of all major UN conferences that followed Rio.

Secretary General Kofi Annan’s tribute to Bella Abzug after her death sumps up her achievements and legacy : « … a leading light of the non-governmental organization (NGO) community and a pionner of the advancement of women. »

Pioneers for Peace: Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, 1915 to 2009

Katrina Gass
University of Glamorgan

The paper will trace the history of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, the oldest international women’s peace organisation, from its inception during the First World War to the present day.  Formed at The Hague International Congress of Women in 1915, the organisation was initially known as the International Committee of Women for Permanent Peace and changed its name in 1919.  WILPF continues to this day as an international, feminist peace movement with sections in nearly 40 countries and on all continents.

The paper will explore the League’s roots in the International Suffrage movement, and will consider the deliberations of the Congress attended by nearly 2,000 women representing over 150 organisations from 12 countries, including belligerent and neutral nations. It will summarise the dramatic lobbying of the Heads of State in fourteen countries in an attempt to get them discussing a peace settlement and the Manifesto that resulted from the Envoys’ audiences with Prime Ministers, Foreign Ministers, the Presidents of Switzerland and the USA and the King of Norway.

The paper will continue with a focus upon British activity during the early years of the movement, before considering developments in Wales over several phases – the inter war period, the Second World War, post 1945 and 1979 to 2009, and will conclude with an analysis of the evolving character of the organisation as it has  responded to changing world circumstances.

‘Eleanor Rathbone: humanitarian activist’

Dr Susan Cohen

University of Southampton

This paper examines the way in which the MP Eleanor Florence Rat bone (1872-1946) whose humanitarian activism had been demonstrated through her role as, amongst others, a feminist, suffragist, pacificist and social reformer, devoted the last 13 years of her life to the welfare and rescue of refugees, especially Jews, from Fascism and Nazism in Europe. Eleanor's role, as an agent of change, was remarkable, for not only was she a lone female voice in a male-dominated environment, but she was championing for a cause which many considered to be in conflict with the interests of war. The paper would consider the reasons why Rathbone took up the refugee issue on behalf of people with whom she had no familial, religious or geographical connection. It would examine the various ways in which she campaigned on their behalf, and consider the support and opposition she received from both inside and outside parliament.  Eleanor's role as an individual activist would be considered alongside her involvement within the all-party Parliamentary Committee on Refugees (PCR) which she established in late 1938.  Special reference would be made to her work as Honorary secretary of the PCR, and an evaluation would be made of the political and social impact of the committee's work.  In conclusion, consideration will be given to the enduring effect of Eleanor's refugee work, with reference made to the tributes paid to her after her death in 1946.

� Fawcett Society, Box No 2/LSW/154/7, Suffrage Atelier Papers, Constitution and Addresses, circa 1909.


� The only substantial body of work on the Atelier can be found in Lisa Tickner’s pioneering book The Spectacle of Women published in the late 1980’s. L. Tickner, The Spectacle of Women: Imagery of the Suffrage Campaign (London, 1988).


� The Atelier’s socialist and labour ‘leanings’ are suggested by Lisa Tickner ibid.
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� Georgia Mark, The Age of Consent, The Union Signal, 4(1885)


� First Decade Meeting and Subscription Anniversary, 1 The Philanthropist 4  (1February 1886) 


According to Georgia Mark, this age was based on English common law, although she notes that during the reign of Queen Elizabeth I, England raised the age from ten to twelve, and “during the present reign” had raised the age to thirteen.  See, Mark, supra note 16, at 4.


� Id., at 382.


� Lady Rhondda, ‘Winifred Holtby’, Time and Tide, 5 October 1935, p1390-1393





