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ABSTRACTS
Gemma Allen, Jesus College, Oxford
'yowr sobre, wise and discret behaviors in that Court and Contry';

The Role of Wives in Tudor Diplomatic Culture
The role of women is rarely noted in the study of early modern English diplomatic history, beyond the agency exerted by exceptional female monarchs. Yet as sixteenth-century resident diplomats were increasingly laymen instead of clerics, the migration entailed by ambassadorial appointments began to have an impact on early modern families. The effects, however, could be less damaging to marriages than has been previously recognised, with consequences for the history of female migration. A number of English women decided to accompany their husbands on Continental service and as such the wives of resident ambassadors are an important yet neglected part of diplomatic culture in this period. This paper will focus on the experience of Lady Elizabeth Hoby, who accompanied her husband, Thomas, on his French embassy to Paris in 1566. The aim is firstly to contextualise Elizabeth Hoby’s Continental residence and thus to assess the frequency of female inclusion in ambassadorial households during this period, through comparison with the wives of other resident diplomats, such as Bridget Morison and Anne Throckmorton. The circumstances of Thomas Hoby's appointment to the embassy and his early death in France also allow the evaluation of both female agency in challenging forced migration through diplomatic service, as well as an assessment of the responsibilities held by those early modern women who travelled with their husbands abroad.

Richard Allen, Westminster College, Missouri
Welsh Quaker Women and Pennsylvania c.1654-1750

In the aftermath of the British civil wars (1642-1653) the Religious Society of Friends (more commonly referred to as Quakers) developed their value system which rested upon pacifism, egalitarianism and liberty of conscience.  The religious fervour and expectations of the imminent second coming of Christ was articulated in the early years of the 1650s by a millenarian government who sought to evangelise the ‘dark corners of the land’ and to establish their version of a godly community. The propagation of the gospel in Wales in the early 1650s was, however, not as successful as the planners hoped, and by 1653 it had largely failed as an experiment. It was nevertheless during this period that the Quaker message was first brought to Wales by John ap John, and assisted by missionary visits of Quaker preachers, notably Elizabeth and Thomas Holmes and Alice Birkett. They were nevertheless savagely persecuted in the 1650s by the authorities, and this continued unabated in the years after 1660 as Friends were classified as social or religious ‘deviants’.
 In the aftermath large numbers of Welsh Quakers responded to William Penn’s offer of a new life in Pennsylvania.

In recent years the study of Quaker women has taken on a new importance, and increasingly scholars have acknowledged the substantial contribution women made to the establishment and survival of Quaker communities.
 In England, Wales and America research into this well-documented dissenting community has also provided some interesting insights into the role of women Friends.
 Knowledge of the activities of Welsh Quaker emigrant women has, however, been seriously under-researched.
 This paper aims to address this lacuna by exploring the imposition of orthodoxy and, in so far as can be discerned, the effect this specifically had upon women members in both Wales and Colonial Pennsylvania. It will analyse the methods used to coerce female Quakers to relinquish their beliefs, and show how members of this religious sect, both male and female, sought to escape discrimination and persecution by establishing a separate community in Penn’s ‘New Jerusalem’. Questions will be raised about the extent to which Welsh cultural values and the Quaker belief system were able to survive in this new colonial setting. Did Welsh Quaker women have a key role to play in distancing their community from the materialistic and hedonistic lifestyle of some sections of seventeenth century colonial society? 

Wendy Babcox, University of South Florida, Tampa

Wendy Babcox is not presenting a paper but she has donated the installation which will be on show during the conference. This installation was produced by 6plus.

6Plus is a women’s art collective composed of artists currently living in different parts of the US. The members of the group are, Sama Alshaibi, Wendy Babcox, Rozalinda Borcila, MaryRachel Fanning, Yana Payusova and Sherry Wiggins.
The collective recently curated an art exhibition titled "Secrets" in partnership with 8 emerging and established Palestinian artists.

Participating Artists:

Nadira Araj  (Bethlehem), Reem Bader (Jordan), Rana Bishara (Tarsheha), Nathalie Handal  (New York), Shuruq Harb (London), Rula Halawani  (Jerusalem), Faten Nastas (Bethlehem) and Larissa Sansour (Denmark).

Secrets: We are often asked for full disclosure. Imperatives of communication, of media or commerce are based on the need to make visible, to reveal. But often it is that which remains hidden, unspoken and unknowable which defines our experience. A secret can be private, or a shared knowledge. It can be a protective veil or an impossible burden. It can empower or destroy. A secret is an active withdrawal, yearning at once to remain hidden, and to be revealed.

The exhibit premiered at the International Center in Bethlehem, Palestine in September of 2006 and traveled to Ramallah and Jerusalem in December 2006. The exhibit will travel to Gallery MC in New York  in January and to the Glass Curtain Gallery, Chicago, IL in March of 2008.

While in the West Bank collective members also conducted a creative workshop with young women aged 16-19 at the Deheisheh Refugee Camp. During the workshop the girls learned bookbinding and made their own journals, wrote stories and then recorded their stories using digital recorders. This project can be found online at the 6+ website.

For more information:

http://www.6plus.org/

Email: press@6plus.org

Virginia Bainbridge, University of the West of England

Propaganda and the Supernatural: the Bridgettine Nuns of Syon Abbey in Exile c. 1539-1630

Syon Abbey is famous for its lavish foundation by King Henry V in 1415, as a centre for opposition to Henry VIII’s Protestant Reformation, and for its significant role in forging English Roman Catholic identity from exile in the later 16th and early 17th centuries.  

Between 1539 and 1598, Syon Abbey was the only English-speaking religious community for women, in which they could follow their vocation as nuns.  Small but determined numbers of women made the journey into exile to join a community which endured uncertainty, poverty and danger in the Low Countries, present-day Belgium, the Netherlands and Northern France.  They were driven from place to place by the events of the Religious Wars and in 1594 they fled to safety at Lisbon, a port in the territories of the King of Spain with strong trade links to Britain.  

The community interpreted their exile and wanderings in biblical terms, like the Israelites in Babylon remembering Syon.  Women looked for supernatural signs to determine their vocation abroad and the dreams and visions of members of the community were taken as Divine guidance.  However, this was an era of fierce propaganda wars between English Catholic and Protestant factions and international political interests.  Several manuscripts of Syon’s Wanderings exist, in which supernatural experiences were recorded for political purposes.  As a religious house with prestigious Royal associations, the community attracted attention from political figures in the English power game, including Mary Queen of Scots.  Interpreting the community’s exile experience and their relationship with the supernatural provides insights into their role in contemporary English politics.

Lea Biason, Independent Gender Consultant, Switzerland

Trafficking and Migration Dis/Connections: Legal gaps in the Protection of Women’s Rights and a Framework for Empowerment

Trafficking in women is situated within the continuum of the movement of women and the process of migration. However, this notion is contested by social perceptions on gender roles that tend to obscure the continuity and create a divide between the concepts of ‘migration’ and ‘human trafficking’. In a socio-legal analysis, this research inquiry proposes to explore the connections and disconnections between women’s migration and their experience in human trafficking. Through a gender perspective the paper studies how the different perceptions on women’s and men’s cross border movements impact on the law making process on human trafficking at the international level. The paper is limited to the phenomenon of sex trafficking in adult women and the study of the applicable texts of international law including the processes that have led to their formulation.

The analysis is interdisciplinary which starts by exposing the societal roots of the gendered dimensions of human trafficking as part of women’s migration. It demonstrates how the relationship of power between women and men in society affects the supply, demand and operation of trafficking in women. The study is then followed by a critical assessment of the applicable international law against human trafficking and their legal gaps in the protection of women’s rights. The relevant treaties cover the period of 1904-2000 and shall concentrate on the 1949 Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others and the 2000 UN Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children. Lastly, the paper considers the main lacuna of these treaties that result from the predominant approach of the ‘illegalisation of human trafficking’ and its effect on the perception of the ‘victimisation’ of women. This last part proposes the use of international human rights treaties to promote the protection of women’s rights. The study focuses on affirming women’s economic, social and cultural rights. It proposes a framework for empowerment through a combined assessment of the relevance of the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) to the protection and prevention of sex trafficking. This strategy is derived from the fact that women’s socio-economic rights have largely been marginalised within legal texts and in practice, which is evidenced by the fact that the causal factors to sex trafficking are located in this crucial gap. Therefore, this proposal attempts to respond, on one hand, to the pervasive discrimination against women that confronts the patriarchal and economic root causes for trafficking in women, and on the other hand, to a solution for empowerment that transcends female victimisation into agency.

Henriette Donner, Atkinson College, York University, Toronto

Flight from Memories: the Flight of Women and Children during and after the Second World War as remembered by contemporary Women Writers
In The Natural History of Destruction (2003), W.G. Sebald speaks of a collective memory of the War and the Holocaust even by those who were later-born.  His poetic truth provides the inspiration for this paper about the cultural memory of 1945 and beyond when millions of people, mostly women and their children, were moving along the European map on treks and trains, housed in camps, and uncertain of their fate.  

Beginning with the 1970s, German feminist writers without a direct memory of the Second World War and the Nazi era, challenged the intimate strangers, their  mothers, and their generation, to remember the past so they could penetrate their secret. 

The fiction of contemporary German women writers is concerned with “the life after the flight”, the life of the post-war “survivor” family. It is no worse for a woman to have been forced to flee home, than to survive in the years after. The actual flight is recalled only as a force which affected masses of people and reduced individuals to objects, shells left behind the backwash of history. The individual refugee is a symbolic of the wastefulness of the Third Reich. 

She is a cast-away, having feared the enemy; she has learned to fear her family and friends. The perpetration of war, rape, and hate crimes, are manifestations of the conversion of all values relative to the political will of the Nazis. The remembered past is a threatening place. The next generation is creating a portrait of the refugee as a lost person neither at home in the past nor the present. 

My method of interpretation is interdisciplinary - combining social (phenomenological) women’s history, and literary and feminist criticism. My sources range from oral histories and published memoirs of the expulsions and migrations of 1945 to the works of German (language) authors, especially Elisabeth Reichart, Helga Schubert, Helga Schuetz, Brigitte Schwaiger, Verena Stefan, and for the purpose of comparison,  Elfriede Jelinek, Ingeborg Bachmann, Christa Wolfe, Janina Bauman, Mavis Gallant, Elaine Feinstein, and Anne Michaels. 

Jane Fitzpatrick, University of the West of England

Implications of migration from a remote rural community in Papua New Guinea to Port Moresby: The experiences of the women of the Batri Villages of the Southern Highlands.
The people of Papua New Guinea have the longest history of farming in the

world. The evidence goes back 10,000 years. The members of the Kewapi Language group from the Kagua Erave district in the Southern Highlands did not have a school until the 1970s. To attend the missionary school in a neighbouring community, established in the 1950s, meant travelling for at least a day, negotiating difficult terrain including vast rivers and steep mountains. If the children did arrive safely their families were too far away to bring them food. The children, usually male, were quick to learn this and would pretend to go but spent three months hunting in the bush. 
This 'story' is about how a traditional community has been exposed to missionary influences. It explores patterns of migration to Port Moresby the capital city. The women's migration has been different than the men's and their access to education and skills has been more limited. The education policy of PNG requires children to be taught in English however, the 'history' of the rural population in the Southern Highlands means that the women are less likely to speak English and may not speak pidgin the lingua franca fluently. This has an affect on their access to employment and resources.
Members of the community participated in an empowerment research project, designed to enable them to consider how they might address health issues affecting their families.  As a health professional I had to find ways of communicating with the women that matched the experience of members of the community. My strategy was to work with all members of the community using the forum of the council of elders. This paper reflects on the relationship between the history of the people, their migration and the implications for the contemporary experiences of girls and women.
Sharif Gemie, University of Glamorgan
Between Two Worlds:

Exiled Women, Radical Criticism and Muslim Countries.

In 1995 Billie Melman wrote an important study of the imperial experience: Women's Orients: English Women and the Middle East. In this paper, I will suggest that a new type of ‘Women’s Orient’ developed within the globalized cultures of the late twentieth-century world. Here, women make a gender-specific intervention into debates concerning Muslim cultures and Middle Eastern societies. There are some distinctly different types of intervention, ranging from some horrific stories by Muslim women who have left their home countries, through some more complex and nuanced writing by Muslim women who remain in their countries but who publish abroad, to a third strand of writing by European women who write about Muslim countries, sometimes extremely critically.


This paper will firstly note the common features of these texts, and then focus on three specific texts (listed below), all concerning Iran. A distinctive scene from each text will be analysed in some detail. The paper will end by commenting on the political significance of these interventions, stressing the specific contribution that women can make to the construction of trans-national cultures. 

Three Texts

Chahdortt Djavann, Je vien d’ailleurs (Paris: Autrement, 2002)

Shirin Ebadi, Iran Awakening: From Prison to Peace Prize : One Woman’s Struggle at the Crossroads of History (London: Rider, 2006)

Azar Nafisi, Reading Lolita in Tehran: A Memoir in Books (New York: Random House, 2003)

Katy Gibbons, University of York

‘an unquiet estate abroad’1 : the exile of Catholic noble and gentlewomen under Elizabeth I.
Scholars of post-Reformation English Catholicism recognise the role played by women, particularly those of a gentry or noble status, in sustaining and protecting their

faith in England. Historiography also highlights those Catholics who left England for continental Europe in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. These studies tend to concentrate on the activity of priests or conspirators against the English Crown. Female religious orders on the continent in the seventeenth century have been fruitfully examined, but relatively little is known about those laywomen who left Elizabethan England for Catholic Europe. 
Using a range of sources, this paper will examine the experience of exile for noble and gentlewomen in the late sixteenth century. Their removal from Protestant England can be initially explained by the actions or activities of their male relatives. However, responses to exile were multivalent, and their paths could diverge from those of their husbands, fathers and brothers. Dislocation and displacement could also offer a freedom of manoeuvre unavailable in their homeland. The ways in which they presented themselves, and were portrayed by others, show that there was no uniform ‘female’ experience of Catholic exile. Whilst some exploited their status as witnesses to their faith and opponents of Elizabeth I’s regime, others appeared more pliant to the wishes of the Protestant Crown. These women dealt with apparently mutually exclusive loyalties and negotiated a complex set of identities: as mothers and wives, as members of an English church in exile; and as part of an international Catholic church. The importance of women for Catholicism within England has been recognised: this paper will argue that those laywomen who went abroad deserve further attention. 
Subhasri Gosh, Institute of Development Studies, Kolkata, India

Women on the Move: Voices of displaced minority women of West and East Bengal, 1947-1950
The paper attempts to bring to the fore a hitherto unexplored facet of Partition migration—the experiences of minority women on either side of the border. Although such studies have been carried out in the context of Punjab
, strangely no attempt has been made to compare the experiences of minority women on both sides of the Radcliffe line in the east. In recent years, however, one can notice an increasing interest in the gendered history of Partition migration in the east. Unfortunately, most of these essentially hinge on cataloguing the experiences of Hindu women (minority in East Bengal, majority in West Bengal). Strangely, these volumes are hopelessly silent on the plight of the Muslim women (minority in West Bengal, majority in East Bengal). My paper is an effort to fill this lacuna.


By unearthing the voices of the Muslim women, now based in Bangladesh (East Bengal became Bangladesh in 1971 after attaining freedom from Pakistan), I wish to analyse what forced them to abandon their home and hearth in West Bengal and embrace an uncertain future in East Bengal. The question assumes significance in light of the fact that the government of India often boasts of the fact that the minorities, i.e. Muslims in eastern India, were better off than their counterparts, i.e. Hindus in East Bengal. In the backdrop of two landmark events – 1946 Great Calcutta Killing and 1950 riot, I wish to study whether the minorities did indeed enjoy security of life and property.


I also wish to bring in the voices of the minorities of the other side – Hindu women of East Bengal – and analyse whether the experience of living as a minority is the same on both sides or whether one can notice any difference. The other aspect that I wish to touch upon is the experience of struggle of minority women in the days following migration. Corollary to this, I also wish to look into the question of assimilation of these women. For a woman, home is where the heart is. Hence, could they reconcile to this abandonment of home and hearth? Do they still look to the other side of the border as their home? Do they still feel the pull of the other side? Or have they assimilated into the social fabric of the adopted motherland and have become part and parcel of it?

Anita Higgie, Catholic University of Paris

Pilgrims and Anchorites: spiritual exile in the life of Margery Kempe and Julian of Norwich.

Margery Kempe’s “Book”, a dictated account of her life, is probably the earliest example of English autobiography. It offers a fascinating insight into the life of this medieval mystic: a woman who married, bore fourteen children, undertook various business enterprises and experienced a rich, if not troubled, spiritual life. In the course of responding to her own spiritual needs, Margery Kempe found herself overstepping boundaries and breaking numerous societal taboos. Her insistence on travelling abroad in order to go on pilgrimages, unaccompanied by her husband, led to her being treated as an outcast by her fellow pilgrims, and heightened scepticism of her spiritual gifts upon her return home. In this way, Margery Kempe’s migrations, both spiritual and geographical, resulted in a form f exile from both society and the Church. In contrast, Margery Kempe’s contemporary, Julian of Norwich, an anchoress who also followed the mystic’s path, was revered by society for choosing to end her days in a cell attached to a church.

This paper will demonstrate how Margery Kempe’s migrations only exacerbated her social exile, while Julian of Norwich’s self-imposed exile of limiting her sphere of activity to the confines of her cell served to reinforce her status.

Helen Jones, Goldsmiths, University of London

British women’s organisations and refugees in the Second World War

National organisations that worked with refugees included women and men; prominent individuals, such as male faith leaders, the writer JB Priestley, the ex-Prime Minister Lord Baldwin as well as the actor Sybil Thorndike and Eleanor Rathbone MP all worked with refugees. At the local level, however, women were disproportionately involved with refugees. This paper examines two contrasting examples of women’s voluntary work with refugees: the Women’s Voluntary Service (WVS)’s involvement with evacuated Gibraltarians in London and the National Council of Women’s role in helping refugees from the Nazis in Gloucester. The paper looks at why these women’s organisations were closely involved with refugees and the nature of that involvement. It explores the differing attitudes of women towards the refugees with whom they worked. The WVS attempted to inculcate the Gibraltarians with ‘British habits and outlook’ while the NCW in Gloucester explicitly tried to preserve the Jewish refugees’ culture. The extent to which these differing approaches reflected the organisations’ contrasting closeness to government is discussed. 

Andrea  Knox, University of Northumbria

‘Imperia Romana and the Spanish Ambassador’: The Gendering of Irish-Spanish Spy Networks, 1560-1690

This paper will focus upon the most neglected sphere of Irish-Spanish relations in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries: the political association between these two countries. Migration studies of early modern Ireland have recognised the trading and religious links between Ireland and Spain, and the safe haven Spain proved to be for Irish catholic refugees, but little scholarly research has focussed upon the political relationship.

Central to this relationship was the network of information supplied by spies and go-betweens, often connected to the Irish rebels who were resisting English colonial authority in Ireland. Many of these spies were women employed directly by the Spanish government to work against the English nation.

Imperia Romana was one of these women. She was an Irish-born woman, a linguist and she operated at the centre of spying networks. Her case and those of other female spies reveals a number of infamous female migrants who were at the centre of political relationships between Irish dissidents and the Spanish crown.

This paper will analyse this relationship and the issues of gender, power and political networks between Ireland and Spain in the early modern period. 

Julia Laite, St Edmund’s College, University of Cambridge

‘Migrant Prostitutes and the Myth of White Slavery in early Twentieth-Century Britain’

Early twentieth century London was a city routinely fascinated by tales of ‘white slavery.’ Newspapers spoke of men who patrolled train stations, tales abounded of procuresses who lurked around ports, gossips told of women drugged and girls disappeared into motor cars.  Police officers and social workers had difficulty confirming the veracity of any of these accounts, but talk of them continued nonetheless, as social purity groups cited these cases as a reason to repress prostitution, suffrage campaigners tied the issue of white slavery to women’s rights, and novelists used it as plot fodder.
The proposed paper will examine 'white slavery' in the early twentieth century, and will contrast the popular images of the phenomenon with the reality of migratory prostitution.  Using one particularly rich case file from 1910, the paper will explore the motivations of women who migrated for sexual labour, and the ways in which third parties could organize these movements and exploit migrant prostitutes.  This was not the stuff of urban legend and moral panic: in establishing their relationships with their victims, third party exploiters played upon the very ordinary human desires of single, isolated, and young working women.  
The paper will also examine what happened when popular images of exploited prostitution did not match up with the reality of women's experiences, and when the victims of exploitation fell short of the expectation of 'innocence'.  It will argue that the myth of white slavery contributed to the drafting of laws which excluded prostitutes from protection against exploitation, and helped to justify the deportation of prostitute women who could not lay claim to the title of ‘white slave’.  In this context, the paper will explore the intimate connections that have always existed between fears about sexual trafficking and anxieties about female migration.

Linda Martz, American University of Paris  

Moved to Minister: Christabel Pankhurst and Aimee Semple MacPherson in Los Angeles

In the early 20th century, Protestantism was still coming to terms with the paradigm shift brought on by Darwinism and with the cultural conflicts produced by widespread migration to cities. The city of Los Angeles too was experiencing exponential population growth. A liberal response intended to “modernize” Christian theology triggered the rise of a number of evangelical movements that sought to counter this liberal impulse and to reassert biblical inerrancy and salvation through a passionate, often physical experience of divine grace. 

Los Angeles also found itself home to two internationally prominent female preachers from those conservative currents during the inter-war period. The Fundamentalist Christabel Pankhurst, former British militant suffrage leader, used her university training, feminist orientation, and long years of political argumentation to reconcile modernity and Christian truth, while the Canadian Pentecostalist Aimee Semple MacPherson used the agency of her large institution to overcome the suffering of both the city’s marginalized Hispanic community and the new economic migrants pouring into the region during the Great Depression. Both women preached extremely positive, non-threatening Christian messages, and both used their mission to address socio-cultural conflicts that their male counterparts seemed unwilling to engage constructively. As women, both faced male-dominated movements unaccustomed to, and often very uncomfortable with, women as religious agents but, this paper will argue, their ministries were facilitated by their positions as outsiders.

Sarah O’Brien, Mary Immaculate College, University of Limerick

The role of associationalism in reconfiguring Irish women’s identity in post war Britain

This paper will discuss the female organisations and informal associational networks that were patronized by Irish Catholic migrant women in Britain, with particular reference to Birmingham. It will show that Irish women, even within a localized migrant enclave, did not constitute a homogeneous group with a shared female consciousness and mutual ethnic and class values. The range of disparate associations and social networks sought out by Irish women reflect this. Studying the structural components of some of these organisations show that they inculcated very different values to each other, thus enabling migrants to distance themselves from other Irish women whom they would not have associated with, nor have been associated with at home, and facilitated female migrants to achieve their different class and ethnic aspirations. 

Evidence from oral interviews with Irish women and from Catholic parish records in Birmingham are drawn upon to show how Catholic societies, and the formal and informal associationalism of the school in particular, helped women to reconfigure their migrant identities, and distanced them from British stereotypes that equated Irishness and Irish conviviality with backward popery, alcoholism and violence. ‘Respectable’ Catholic societies such as the Union of Catholic Mothers brought Irish women into a British sphere of influence, infiltrating cultural values that facilitated social integration and a reappraisal of her ethnic values. Similarly, Irish mothers at the school gate manipulated their ambiguous distinctions from British mothers to assimilate with their closest, or aspired, peer group. After-school tennis clubs, debating societies and choral groups further widened associational networks for Irish children and their class conscious mothers. 

Alternatively, societies like the Legion of Mary and the Catholic Nursing Association were attractive to other sets of Irish women and rejuvenated their distinct ethnic and cultural identity. This paper compares and contrasts the values inculcated in these distinct organisations and the ‘profile’ of the women who were attracted to them, and puts forward  the role these contradictory associational networks played in further splintering a shared Irish woman’s consciousness in Britain. This paper will also distinguish between associations sought out by Irish men and Irish women, identifying the degree to which class values were of more concern to Irish women in the migrant setting while ethnic legitimization was sought out more vigorously by Irish men.

Victoria Rowe, Chuo University, Japan 

Feminist and Humanitarian Interventions in the League of Nations’ Refugee Resettlement Policies in the Near East, 1915–1930

One of the forgotten stories of international history is the role of Danish women in mobilizing humanitarian aid through the auspices of the League of Nations for Armenian refugees displaced by the Armenian Genocide which took place during World War I. This paper is divided into two sections. The first examines how a small group of Danish women used modern women’s networks, which had been developed as part of the women’s rights movement, to influence the League of Nations to fund and provide humanitarian assistance to Armenian refugees in the Near East. 

The second half of the paper applies theories prevalent in current studies of refugee and post-conflict reconstruction to explore Armenian women’s experiences as refugees by examining the survival strategies women employed during the World War I and the Armenian Genocide and how these strategies transferred into the refugee experience in Aleppo and impacted on Armenian women’s roles in community building in Syria. The paper examines gender-based violence towards refugees, women refugee’s decision-making powers, and women refugee’s employment.  
Finally, the paper evaluates the League of Nations’ policy towards Armenian refugees, as implemented by a group of Danish women, and how this at times aided and at other times restricted Armenian women’s ability to construct a new social space responsive to the needs of refugees. The sources used include documents from the archives of the League of Nations, letters from Danish women’s organizations, the published reports of the Commission for the Protection of Women and Children in the Near East, and memoirs by Armenian refugees.

Evelyn Spratt, The College of Notre Dame of Maryland, Baltimore MD

Française or American?: The Immigration Experience of Josephine Pellport du Pont, 1795-1837

Much of the scholarship on immigration to America during the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries focuses on the group identities of the various political, cultural and ethnic immigrants.  Most studies examine their reasons for leaving Europe and their reception in America.  Few, however, consider how the experience affected men and women on an individual basis. 

This study explores one woman’s experience in moving to America.  Josephine Pellport du Pont, wife of one of the founders of the du Pont conglomerate, immigrated to America in the late eighteenth century.  By examining her memoirs, correspondence and treatises on the differences between French and American life and placing them within the political, social and cultural context of late eighteenth century America and France, the broader themes of citizenship and cultural and national identities come into view.  Josephine’s experience augments Linda Kerber’s discussion on the issues of citizenship and women in the early nineteenth century and also expands upon the thesis of exile and émigré discussed by Carolyn Lougee Chappell. 

Josephine provides us with a female perspective on immigration.  And, by comparing her experience with that of her husband Victor and her brother-in law E.I. du Pont, this paper also conducts a gendered analysis of immigration.  As a woman, Josephine could not publicly choose her national identity. However, as a woman in an elite family, she was able to perpetuate her cultural identity.  For immigrants in America during the early nineteenth century, national identities rested within the male realm while cultural identities remained within the female domain.  

Katherine Storr, Independent Scholar

Women, Refugees and the League of Nations in the 1920s

At the Armistice in November 1918, the nations gathered in Versailles where the League of Nations was established to try to ensure the promise was kept that it would be the ‘war to end all war’.  It is acknowledged that the League Covenant incorporated weaknesses, but serious omissions were that women, children and refugees were not mentioned.  At the Armistice millions of people were displaced.  The majority of the refugees were women, children, and men above conscription age.   

In reality, however, the war had not ended, since ‘some 18 wars [were] still in progress.   Furthermore, there were other factors that caused yet more people to become refugees, some as a direct result of the peace settlements.  For example, Greece, Turkey, Armenia and Bulgaria were all areas which suffered either from boundary changes, civil wars, deliberate population exchange or where vulnerable minorities suffered from ‘ethnic cleansing’ or worse.   The Armenians’ troubles had been on-going for about 40 years and came to a head in 1922 when hundreds of thousands became refugees, many of whom died after terrible suffering.  

Since the League of Nations was now established in Geneva and since the Armenian crisis was an international problem, Geneva was the obvious place to take action.  Did the ‘Big Three’ International Women’s organisations use Geneva on behalf of the Armenians?  Were there other individual women or organisations helping these refugees?  What does this period tell us about women’s internationalism?  This paper explores in what ways these people were helped and by whom.

Jo Wall, winner of the Annie Dodds Award for the best student documentary, 2006.

In 1978, almost 350 refugees left Vietnam in a fishing boat. As the boat began to sink, it was spotted buy a British tanker, ‘The Wellpark’. Jo Wall tells this story through interviews with the survivors and their rescuers.  The film was constructed as part of her MA in documentary practice at Brunel University.
Sara Wills, University of Melbourne
Postcards from that other place: memory, migrancy and cosmopolitan hospitality in a "razor wire" nation
This paper takes the title of a painting recently displayed as a part of the 2006 Women's Salon  exhibition, 'Postcards from that Other Place', to explore the creation of local alternatives to national memory about migrancy, hospitality and place in Australia.  The Women's Salon is an annual exhibition featuring the contemporary artistic practice of women living or working in an inner-northern suburb of Melbourne, Australia, and has a history spanning over 15 years.  The suburb is conventionally regarded as one of Melbourne's 'most multicultural', and has been associated with waves of post Second World War Italian, Greek, Turkish, Lebanese and more recently North African migration.  The 2006 exhibition, Sister Ships, explored issues of journey, migration, travel, dispossession and exile, and was timed to coincide with Refugee Week.   This paper emerges from my ongoing research into migrant memory in Australia and new work on the possible spaces and ethics of migrant hospitality.
� Details of the persecution of Friends are available at the Library of the Society of Friends, London. The Great Book of Sufferings.


� For examples, see Elisabeth Potts Brown and Susan Mosher Stuard (eds), Witnesses for Change: Quaker Women Over Three Centuries (New Brunswick; London: Rutgers University Press, 1989); Phyllis Mack, Visionary Women. Ecstatic Prophecy in Seventeenth-Century England (Los Angeles and Oxford, 1992), Christine Trevett, Women and Quakerism in the Seventeenth Century (York: Sessions Press, 1991); Catie Gill, Women in the seventeenth-century Quaker community: a literary study of political identities, 1650-1700 (Aldershot: Ashgate, 2005).
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